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	Chairs Present:
	Steve Smith, Associate Dean, CNRS
John Reiss, Biological Sciences
Bob Zoellner, Chemistry/ Physics
Margaret Lang, Engineering
Steve Martin, ENRS

Ken Fulgham, Forestry & Wildland Res


	
	Gary Hendrickson, Fisheries Biology

Lori Dengler, Geology
Mark Rizzardi, Math and Computing Science

Greg Crawford, Oceanography
Matt Johnson, Wildlife

Jacquelyn Bolman, INRSEP

	Staff Present:
	Jim Harding, CNRS

Mary Hackett, CNRS


	
	

	Visitors
	Michelle Dostal, Haz. Mat. Coord.


	
	


CALL TO ORDER
 Dean Howard called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The new Humboldt magazine is out and focuses on the Tall Trees story with Prof. Steve Sillet and the feature in the National Geographic October issue. An INRSEP student, who is a ENVS major is featured in a photo on the inside back cover. Once again, CNRS rocks.

Ken Fulgham asked for a couple of items to be discussed:  

1) The Provost’s proposed changes to IT and how it would affect our college. Dean Howard reported that a task force has been formed to discuss changes so there is nothing to discuss yet. 

 2) RTP criteria and standards for departments. Forestry has not had a response on their standards submitted 17 months ago.  Bob Zoellner reported that the approved standards are on the APS website and the ad hoc committee has two weeks to finalize revisions. Ken was directed to follow up with the committee to check on the status of his plan.

Lori Dengler asked to discuss Dave Hankin’s recent response to the upper division GE policy as it affects CNRS majors. The group briefly discussed the value of a 300 level course for each major that meets these requirements. 

MICHELLE DOSTAL, Hazardous Materials Coordinator

Michelle announced the upcoming Great CA Shake Out day on October 15 at 10:15 a.m. and shared several handouts. She asked the chairs to encourage faculty to make announcements and to involve students in this safety awareness event. A video is available on the www.ShakeOut.org website that can be shown to students.  HSU is registered for the event but families and other groups are encouraged to register as well. It was pointed out that the chairs will be meeting during this event on October 15 and should take part in the duck, cover and hold practice.  Lori Dengler asked that this be used as an opportunity to discuss and become aware of non-structural hazards in campus offices including books, file cabinets, unsecured bookshelves, etc.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

It was moved and seconded (Fulgham/Crawford) that the minutes from the meeting of September 3, 2009, be approved as drafted.  The motion passed. John Reiss commented that he had spoken with Beni Bennett in admissions who said there are more details to the CA residency question that was discussed at the last meeting and advisors can direct students to admissions to clarify any residency questions. 
ICC ISSUES 
John Reiss discussed the ICC and the new process for curriculum proposals. He asked the group to consider what sort of consultation they would like on curriculum issues at the college level. After much discussion, the group agreed all curriculum proposals, changes, etc. should be routed through the Dean’s office, at least for review, if not for consultation. CNRS has several representatives on the ICC and concerns about any effect of changes can be further discussed at that level and then shared with the chairs. All agreed that major curriculum changes should be announced at the chairs’ meetings as an informational item. It is assumed that changes that affect other departments will have already been discussed with all involved parties. The Dean’s office will set up deadlines for curriculum changes/proposals review in order to allow time for discussion. 

Greg Crawford asked the chairs be made aware of the ICC agenda. The agendas are available through the share point file on the ICC website. Some chairs prefer to be emailed the agendas – others do not want excess of emails and information. The group discussed various issues of information sharing. Several chairs began sharing information on proposed changes in their programs. Dean Howard asked that this information be summarized after the Group IV programs are reviewed and the summary will be shared with chairs. 

John summarized that curriculum proposals and changes should be shared with the dean and perhaps the form will include a signature line indicating the dean’s review.  John Reiss, Brandon Schwab and Steve Smith are on the ICC. 

FURLOUGH

Dean Howard expressed his appreciation for the way the chairs handled the faculty furlough and said that out of 500 faculty members, only one conflict has not yet been resolved. CNRS chairs managed to balance the needs of faculty and students. He also expressed appreciation for Steve Smith’s handling of this enormous task.  He then asked for suggestions for improvement on the faculty furlough form to be used for the spring semester. Ken suggested directions be given on the column that lists the class assignment to encourage faculty to list the date and class section that is being cancelled. Lori suggested the forms be due by the end of October to facilitate planning. Bob said the Chemistry faculty will be coordinating their furloughs to lessen the impact on labs, students, etc. 

DR. AARON VELASCO CAMPUS VISIT
Jacquelyn Bolman announced that Dr. Aaron Velasco from the University of Texas at El Paso will be on campus Sept. 21-22 and will give a presentation at 7 p.m. on the 22nd in the KBR entitled “Can a Large Earthquake in Another Country Cause One in Your Backyard?” She asked that all faculty encourage their students to attend. She has also arranged an open forum for faculty with Dr. Velasco on Tuesday from 9-11 in the Native American forum. Lori Dengler reported that Dr. Velasco is an expert on diversity issues and truly understands chair issues as well. He has many ideas on how to make programs attractive to people of all backgrounds. Dean Howard asked that a good turnout is encouraged for this forum. Greg suggested an agenda or topics be prepared ahead of time to encourage good discussion. All chairs should review the Dissecting Diversity report to get a better understanding of where HSU stands now and to perhaps begin to formulate a plan of action for CNRS. 

Jacquelyn said that Dr. Velasco is available on Monday afternoon to speak to faculty, department meetings or classes. Lori invited one or two chairs to join them on a geology field trip on Tuesday afternoon. The group discussed the multi cultural scholars program and Ken suggested Dr. Velasco have a phone conversation with Susan Marshall in Montana to discuss this program. Jacquelyn will arrange the call. A video of Dr. Velasco’s presentation will be available.

Lori asked that the group discuss ideas and suggestions they learned from Dr. Velasco and work toward a CNRS plan to further develop a diverse student body. She asked that this be placed on the next meeting agenda.

OTHER 

Future CDC meetings will be held in BSS 508. Mary will send out a reminder prior to the next meeting. 
DATE OF NEXT COUNCIL OF DEPARTMENT CHAIRS MEETING

The meeting adjourned at 11:07 a.m.  The next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 1, 2009.

ACTION ITEMS:
Pending:  Submit workload schedules and changes for fall and spring to Jim Harding by October 2.

