1


SOCIOLOGY 610


 ISSUES IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL THEORY

Fall Semester 2008
Instructor: Professor Sing C. Chew

Office: BSS 528

E-Mail: SCC1@HUMBOLDT.EDU

Office Phone: 826-4554

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9:30-11:00 Hrs, 
Course Description:

This course is designed to analyze critically contemporary social theories and their linkages with current and future social conditions in an era of modernism/postmodernism.  Our efforts will be directed at examining theories that address the conditions of late modernity/postmodernity, and what they can inform us about the implications of contemporary conditions.  
Required Texts:

1) Steven Seidman, Contested Knowledge (Social Theory in the Postmodern Era), 4th Edition Blackwell.

2) Sing C. Chew, Ecological Futures, Rowman and Littlefield

3) J. Lyotard The Postmodern Condition University of Minnesota Press

4) David Harvey, Brief History of NeoLiberalism, Oxford University Press
5) David Owen, Between Reason and History, SUNY Press
6) Immanuel Wallerstein, World-Systems Analysis, Duke University Press
Course Requirements:

The requirements are listed below:

1) Each seminar participant will lead a seminar. Depending on the size of the seminar, there is the possibility of leading more than one seminar.  If you feel you are not doing well or you are not participating enough, you have the option to lead more seminars if time is available.
2) ATTENDANCE IS COMPLUSORY, ABSENCES FOR MORE THAN TWO SEMINARS WITHOUT VALID REASON (HEALTH) WILL BE ASSIGNED THE GRADE OF C AND YOUR FINAL GRADE WILL GO LOWER WHEN THE FINAL GRADE IS COMPUTED IF IT FALLS BELOW THE C.  If you feel your schedule will force you to miss more than two seminars, you should not take this course at this time.
3) WEEKLY ASSIGNED READINGS FOR EACH SEMINAR WILL BE REPORTED BY WAY OF A TWO-PAGE MEMO (NO LONGER THAN THIS) COVERING YOUR REACTIONS TO THE READINGS ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES:
1) Identify the themes/arguments of the readings. It should not be too detailed.
2) Give your reactions to the themes/arguments.
4) Weighting for final grade:

Weekly Memos: 30%
Seminar Presentation/Participation: 30%

Final Paper (20-25 pages): 40% 

5) Seminar outlines are required prior to each seminar and the seminar outline is to be handed in for distribution BY 12 PM the Monday before the class. Logisitics will be discussed in the first day of class.   
6) Final Paper has to be based on one of the topic areas we have examined and outline to be provided two weeks before the end of the semester after discussion with me.  Any submitted paper that does not follow the outline will not be included in the final grade calculation.
Course Outline

I) The Development of Social Theory in an Era of Reason
1) Trends of Sociological Thought: The Rise of the Classical Tradition
Required readings:

a)) Seidman, Chaps 1-4 
2)The American Tradition
Required readings

a) Seidman Chap 5 and 7
3)Rethinking Theory

Required readings

a)Seidman Chaps 8-10

b)Seidman Chaps 14, 16, 19, 20
4)Postmodern Turn

Required readings

a)Seidman Chaps 11, 12, 13
II) Critical Theory 
a) Owens Chaps 1, 2

b) Owens Chaps 3, 5

III) Post Modern Social Theory and Post Modernism
Required Readings:

a) Jean Francois Lyotard The Post Modern Condition 
b) David Boyns, Post Structural and Post Modern Theories (oncores)

c) David Harvey, Tim-Space Compression and the Postmodern Condition (oncores)

d) Michele Barett, Post Feminism (oncores) 

IV) Theories of Long Term Change 
1) Late Capitalism and Historical Capitalism
Required Readings:

a) Wallerstein Chaps 1-4

b) Chew and Knottnerus, Structure, Culture and History Chaps 7, 10

c) Andre Gunder Frank, Transitional Ideological Modes: Feudalism etc. (oncores)

d) Wallerstein Chap 5

e) Chew, Ecological Futures, Chaps 1-5

2) NeoConservatism and Global Capitalism
Required readings:

a) Harvey, Chaps 1-7

Information below are included as required by the authorities, they are not developed by the instructor.

This course explicitly contributes to students’ acquisition of skills and knowledge relevant to HSU Learning Outcomes:

HSU graduates will have demonstrated:

1. Effective communication through written and oral modes.
2. Critical and creative thinking skills in acquiring a broad base of knowledge and applying it to complex issues.
3. Competence in a major area of study.
4. Appreciation for and understanding of an expanded world perspective by engaging respectfully with a diverse range of individuals, communities, and viewpoints.
HSU graduates will be prepared to:

5. Succeed in their chosen careers.
6. Take responsibility for identifying personal goals and practicing lifelong learning.
7. Pursue social justice, promote environmental responsibility, and improve economic conditions in their workplaces and communities.
University Policies. 

Academic honesty: Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding academic honesty.  For more information, visit: Academic Honesty Policy or HSU Catalog. 

Students with Disabilities: Persons who wish to request disability-related accommodations should contact the Student Disability Resource Center in House 71, 826-4678 (voice) or 826-5392 (TDD).  Some accommodations may take up to several weeks to arrange.  Student Disability Resource Center .

Add/Drop policy: Students are responsible for knowing the University policy, procedures, and schedule for dropping or adding classes.  Schedule Adjustments (Adding or Dropping) .

Emergency evacuation: Please review the evacuation plan for the classroom (posted on the orange signs) , and review Campus Emergency Preparedness http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/emergencyops/campus_emergency_preparedness.php for information on campus Emergency Procedures.  During an emergency, information can be found campus conditions at:  826-INFO or Emergency Conditions .
Attendance and disruptive behavior: Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding attendance and disruptive behavior: Class Attendance and Disruptive Behavior.)

