SOC 480 – Food Systems and Society
Course Syllabus 
Fall 2008
Instructor of Record:  Judith Little
Coordinator: Deborah Giraud  ddgiraud@ucdavis.edu
Faculty coordinator:  Corey Lewis 

Faculty: Susan Marshall

        Faculty:  Ken Fulgham

Meets Wed. 2-4pm  in Siemens Hall 2
& Fri. 2-4pm  at the Arcata Educational Farm (or CCAT where noted)
Course Objectives: 

The course will provide a multidisciplinary introduction to food systems and agriculture, examining science and policy necessary for a sustainable system.  Students will gain exposure to important societal issues around food, learn about choices in majors and careers and examine their own food choices. How do we obtain the goals of a healthy environment, profitable enterprises, and socially and economic equity for all? The lab will offer hands-on learning opportunities on the student farm including alternative technologies, composting, propagation, crop nutrition, and plant protection. Students will learn from the Community Supported Agriculture farm/lab project, which is run by three students. 

Required Texts: 

Agroecology; The Ecology of Sustainable Food Systems by Stephen Gliessman

Crisis and Opportunity: Sustainability in American Agriculture (Our Sustainable Future By John Ikerd
Recommended: 


How to Grow More Vegetables, John Jeavons.  

Rooted in the Land, Wes Jackson and William Vitek  

One Straw Revolution, Masanoba Fukuoka 
Assignments:


At the back of each chapter in the Agroecology text book there are Food For Thought questions.  You will be given a number at the first class.  If you are given number 1, you will write on all the number 1 questions throughout the book and throughout the term.  Number 2s, etc.  During class and/or lab time there will be discussion sessions where students representing questions 1,2,3,4,5,6  will sit together and share how they answered the question, and lead 3 min. discussion on the topic.  Read the chapters in the order on the syllabus. If there is no number 5 or 6 in a chapter, then prepare any other question.  Students who successfully write their assignments (with a degree of English competency), and meet the due dates will receive the following grades.  
Grading:  This is a 3-unit course.  CR/NC grading available.


Assignments:



75%


Lab Attendance and participation:
25%


Participation in Discussion: Please participate, with multiple lecturers this will be too difficult to grade. 

Writing Assignment Grades

Since the majority of learning in this course takes place experientially, and during lecture or lab time, the reading and writing curriculum will be performed in a “Self-paced Study” or “Contract Grading” form. In this form of Instruction and Assessment, you choose how many reading responses you want to write based on what grade you want to earn, and then perform on that schedule. Each chapter is followed by a set of reading questions which must be answered in your reading response. Reading responses are graded on a credit/no credit basis and will NOT be accepted late and can NOT be revised after they are turned in. Therefore, you should make sure that each response is of sufficient quality and meets all the required guidelines to be accepted for credit before turning it in.

In order to earn credit each reading response must:

· be at least ½  page long, up to one full page. Minimum 250 words. Font size 12, Times Roman is best. 1” margins
· respond to your assigned number (see above) questions at the end of the chapter

· be typed, double spaced, and have fewer than 3 sentence level errors per page

· be detailed enough to demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the chapter and concepts being discussed

There are 24 chapters in your textbook, so you have 24 opportunities to earn credit for reading responses. See your semester schedule for when each chapter’s reading response is due.

In order to earn an A you must get credit for 22 responses total. 24 would be best, but you get 2 freebies ! 
In order to earn B you must get credit for 19 responses total.

In order to earn a C you must get credit for 16 responses total.

Less than 16 responses will earn a grade of F for this portion of the course. 

How to submit reading responses.

Write the Chapter Number and copy the question across the top, and your name and date. 
Upload to Moogle by the Tuesday night (midnight prior) to the next class, so Tuesday nights.  Write the question on the top of the page with your name. 
John Ikerd Essay Book

Read one essay a week, you can incorporate knowledge gained from this reading into your responses. Quoting what he has to say about that weeks question would show you have read his essays.  If you really can’t find much to say to answer one of your questions, you can write on one of his essay in its entirety as a replacement. Don’t do this more than twice in a semester. Mark clearly on the top of the page Comments on Ikerd’s essay, pages xx-xx
