Quantitative Research Methods
Sociology 583 Syllabus
Fall 2008
Contact Information
	Instructor
	 Office, Phone & Email

	Dr. Josh Meisel
Assistant Professor
Coordinator, Criminal Justice Minor

Department of Sociology


	Office Hours: W 2:20-3:20 and R 1:00-2:00
or by appointment

BSS 534
Phone Number: 826-4446
Email: meisel@humboldt.edu


Meeting Time and Location:

Thursday, 10:00-11:50 BSS 317; 4:00-6:50 BSS 306

Course Description

This is the required methods course for all Sociology masters students. The purpose of this course is to provide students with a working knowledge of the research methods and basic statistical skills needed to collect and analyze quantitative data. Though this course emphasizes the methodological issues relevant to conducting quantitative research, we will be considering an array of approaches to studying the social world, with a focus on the art and science of survey research methods. In addition to methodological considerations, we will also examine the social, political and ethical dimensions of designing and executing research in general and applied research in particular. Over the course of the semester we will explore the stages of survey development and administration including measurement, instrumentation, sampling and distribution, and institutional review board approval. The course also includes a lab component that will provide you with hands-on exposure to statistical analysis using SPSS. 
Official Catalog Description: 

Activity course on data collection and analysis methods: interview, experimental, demographic, and historical-comparative.
Learning Outcomes
The following learning outcomes are course, Department and University specific:
Course

By the end of the semester, students should be able to:

1. Demonstrate sensitivity to the social, political, and ethical factors shaping social scientific research.
2. Critically analyze and understand survey research methods, including mode of delivery, sampling, instrumentation, and their application to concrete research situations.
3. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of using secondary sources of survey data.

4. Identify appropriate statistical methods and conduct analyses to answer sociological questions using quantitative data.

5. Develop and pilot an applied research project.
6. Demonstrate proficiency in writing about and visually presenting research based on quantitative data.
Department
By the end of the semester, students should be able to:

1. A solid foundation in sociological methods and related methodological theory.

2. Professional socialization, including an understanding of ethical issues.

3. Hands-on experience in their appropriate field (teaching/practicing).
University

By the end of the semester, students should be able to:

7. Effective communication through written and oral modes.

8. Critical and creative thinking skills in acquiring a broad base of knowledge and applying it to complex issues.

9. Competence in a major area of study.

Course Readings and Resources
It is your responsibility to have completed the reading by the assigned dates.

Required Books

Babbie, Earl. 2004. The Practice of Social Research. Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth.  (Provided by instructor)
Dillman, Don A. 2007. Mail and Internet Surveys: The Tailored Design Method (Second Edition). Hoboken, New Jersey: John Wiley and Sons, Inc. (available for purchase in HSU bookstore)
Field, Andy. 2005. Discovering Statistics Using SPSS (Second Edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. (available for purchase in HSU bookstore and on reserve in library) 
Other Required Readings
Edwards, Nelta. 2008. “An Ounce of Precaution.” Contexts 7(2): 26-30.
Freedman, David A. 1991. “Statistical Models and Shoe Leather.” Sociological Methodology. 21:291-313. Retrieved using JSTOR.

Gaile, Gary. “Agents of Ice.”

Henry, Gary T. 1990. “Practical Sample Design”, Pp. 33-59 in Practical Sampling. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Kerley, Kent R., Michael L. Benson, Matthew R. Lee and Francis T. Cullen. 2004. “Race, Criminal Justice Contact, and Adult Position in the Social Stratification System.” Social Problems 51(4)549-568.
Laumann, Edward O., John H. Gagnon, Robert T. Michael, and Stuart Michaels. 1994. “The Survey Design”, Pp. 35-74 in The Social Organization of Sexuality: Sexual Practices in the United States. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.

Yates, Jennifer C. and Seth Borenstein. 2008. “Pittsburgh cancer center warns of cell phone risks.” Washington Post, July 23. Retrieved July 24, 2008 (http://www.washingtonpost.com) 
Additional Resources 
American Sociological Association. 2007. American Sociological Association Style Guide. 3rd ed. Washington, DC: American Sociological Association.  (Copies available in TA Office – BSS 539)
Babbie, Earl., Halley, Fred, & Zaino, Jeanne. 2007. Adventures in Social Research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. (on reserve in library)
Web Resources

Data Analysis/SPSS Support

· Discovering Statistics Companion Website http://www.sagepub.co.uk/field/
· Exploring Data http://exploringdata.cqu.edu.au/
· HyperStat Online: An Introductory Statistics Book and Online Tutorial for Help in Statistics http://davidmlane.com/hyperstat/index.html
· SPSS Support Page (CSU Fullterton) http://fdc.fullerton.edu/research/spss/index.html
· Statistical Resources on the Web http://www.psychstat.missouristate.edu/scripts/dws148f/statisticsresourcesmain.asp
· Statsoft Electronic Textbook http://www.statsoft.com/textbook/stathome.html
· SPSS for Windows 16.0: A Basic Tutorial http://www.ssric.org/trd/spss16
Data Sources

· Afrobarometer (access data using ICPSR) http://www.afrobarometer.org/index.html
· Eurobarometer (access data using ICPSR) http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/index_en.htm
Codebook Search http://www.gesis.org/en/data_service/eurobarometer/search/index.htm
· Fedstats http://www.fedstats.gov/
· General Social Survey Codebook http://www.norc.org/GSS+Website/
Codebook Search http://www.norc.org/GSS+Website/Browse+GSS+Variables/
· Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
· National Health Interview Survey http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/about/major/nhis/nhis_2007_data_release.htm
· Public Policy Institute of California http://www.ppic.org/main/datadepot.asp
Codebook Search http://www.ppic.org/main/survAdvancedSearch.asp
· Roper Center iPoll Databank http://tinyurl.com/2zsxo9
· Social Science Research and Instructional Center http://www.ssric.org
· Statistical Resources on the Web at the University of Michigan http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/stsoc.html
· Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive (at ICPSR) http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/SAMHDA/
Grade Considerations
Components and Weight 

· Participation  (20%) Be in class.  Participate. Facilitate.  It is essential that you are physically and intellectually present in class. Your informed participation based on the readings and involvement in the class research project will play a central role in everyone’s overall learning experience. As a member of this class, you have a responsibility to yourself and other students to be an active learner; come prepared, participate, listen, ask questions, challenge omissions and offer alternative frameworks.  As your instructor, I will offer guidance in your own process of discovery.  Therefore, students who attend all classes but do not participate can expect a C for participation. Students who attend all classes and make thoughtful contributions on a fairly regular basis will earn a B towards their final grade. Students that attend all classes and make consistently strong contributions to class discussion will earn an A for participation.
· Article Selection and Presentation (10%). You will locate and present to the class one article. The article should illustrate the use of a particular statistical technique covered in readings and lab and (hopefully!) raise methodological and/or ethical questions concerning social scientific research in general. I will need to have an electronic version of the article at least one week prior to your discussion of the research. Articles will be posted to Moodle.
· Statistics Labs (20%) Lab assignments (AKA “Smart Alex’s Tasks”) will be completed each week. These exercises will provide you the opportunity to apply your skills creating, transforming and analyzing data sets using statistical procedures covered in class.
· Research Paper (20%) You will design and execute a research study using an existing data set. Ideally this assignment will contribute to your methodological strategy and analytic skills for your thesis/project. The paper will involve the analysis with SPSS and discussion of “real” data pertaining to your own research interests. I have made several datasets available on Moodle. You can alternatively locate a different data set (see “Data Sources”), but it must be ready for analysis. You need to select your data and variables quickly.  A first step is to view the codebooks for the data files on Moodle. This project consists of three primary components that will be accomplished separately:
10. Develop a problem statement and research question relating to a topic of your choosing (draft due September 11)
11. Provide four reports of both descriptive and inferential analysis of your data (first draft due September 18). Additional information on these handouts will be provided.
12. Present findings to the class.
This last component of your research should be approached with the same level of professionalism that you would characterize your preparations for a professional conference presentation. Of course you should consider submitting your research analyses for presentation at a professional meeting. For example, the Pacific Sociological Association will hold its annual meeting in San Diego April 8-11, 2009 (submission deadline is October 15, 2008: http://www.pacificsoc.org/2006/09/call-for-papers.html). Your final paper should incorporate revisions based on comments from instructor and other students. The final paper is is due by 5:00 p.m. on December 16 and should be approximately 7-10 pages in length (double spaced with 12 pt. font). When appropriate, use ASA style to cite references.

· Alumni Survey Design (20%) The benefits of collaborative and experiential learning have been well documented in the educational literature. “Learning by doing” provides students the opportunity to ask questions in a “real world” situation, analyze data, and problem solve in such a way that the gap between textbook learning and daily experience is bridged. We will execute a group research project in which we will experience the initial phases of study design, survey instrument development, sampling design, and (time permitting) piloting of instrument.
· Quick Writes and Peer Evaluations (10%) You will occasionally be asked to write a short (2-3 page) reflection or critique of assigned readings, as well as thoughtful reviews of peer research papers. Peer review is the standard criterion for maintaining the integrity of scientific research. That said, you will carry out a review of another student’s research that will be submitted with his/her final research paper.
Grading Scale
	A = 93-100 %
	A- = 90-92
	B+ = 87-89
	B = 83-86
	B- = 80-82
	C+ = 77-79


	C= 73-76

	C- = 70-72
	D+ = 67-69
	D = 63-66
	D- 60-62
	F = 0-59


Minimum Grade

Sociology graduate students must earn a grade of B or above to meet degree requirements.  The grade of “B-“ is a failing grade for graduate students and triggers suspension from the graduate school.
Estimated Outside Class Time

Students hoping to earn an “A” in this class can anticipate spending an average of 12-16 hours each week on outside class activities: reading; accessing, preparing and analyzing data; writing and editing; and thinking about material in preparation for our four-hour class meetings.  I encourage you to schedule and use this preparation time starting in the first week so that you can make the most of this seminar. 

Late Work and Extra Credit

As a general rule, late work will not be accepted and I do not assign extra credit assignments. However, it is always best to communicate with me about a life crisis or medical issues.    
Students with Disabilities

This syllabus was designed using recommended practices for creating accessible word documents.  If you have suggestions regarding improving the accessibility of this document or other content for this class, please contact me.  Persons who wish to request disability-related accommodations should contact the Student Disability Resource Center in House 71, 826-4678 (voice) or 826-5392 (TDD).  Some accommodations may take up to several weeks to arrange. http://www.humboldt.edu/~sdrc/ 
Add Drop Policy
Students are responsible for knowing the University policy, procedures, and schedule for dropping or adding classes. http://www.humboldt.edu/~reg/regulations/schedadjust.html
Emergency Evacuation 
Please review the evacuation plan for the classroom posted on the orange signs and review http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/emergencyops/campus_emergency_preparedness.php for information on campus Emergency Procedures.  During an emergency, information can be found campus conditions at:  826-INFO or www.humboldt.edu/emergency
Academic Honesty

Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding academic honesty: http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/judicial/academic_honesty.php or http://www.humboldt.edu/~humboldt/catalogpdfs/catalog2007-08.pdf
Attendance and Classroom Behavior

Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding attendance and disruptive behavior: http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/judicial/attendance_behavior.php
Quantitative Research Methods Course Schedule
The course schedule is subject to change, depending on our progress in covering the material.  Any changes will be announced in class.  It is your responsibility to know what is announced in class, whether or not you are present when it is announced.  Readings should be completed prior to class for which they are assigned. 

	Week
	Date
	Class Focus & Readings to be Discussed
	Assignments Due

	1
	August 28 
	Introductions and Course Overview
What is Social Research?
Lab:  Introduction to SPSS, Data Set Acquisition and Management
	

	2
	September 4 
	Elements of Tailored Design
Review Prior Alumni Surveys and Reports
Lab: Introduction to SPSS, statistical models, concepts and frequency distributions

Review Babbie, Chpts. 1-3 (9th Ed.: 1-2,18)
Dillman, Chpts. 1

Field, Chpts. 1-2

Edwards
	Smart Alex’s Quiz (Chpt. 1)
Smart Alex’s Task (Chpt. 2) completed in lab

	3
	September 11
	Tailored Design and Writing Questions
Prior Alumni Research: Bibliography
Lab: Exploring Data

Review Babbie, Chpts. 4-6

Dillman, Chpts. 2

Field, Chpt. 3

Freedman
	Problem Statement and Research Question Due
Smart Alex’s Tasks (Chpt. 3) completed in lab

	4
	September 18
	Questionnaire Construction

Prior Alumni Research: Conceptualization and Measurement
Lab: Comparing Two Means 
Review Babbie, Chpts.8-9

Dillman, Chpt. 3

Field, Chpt. 7
Laumann et al.
	First Data Analysis paper due
Smart Alex’s Tasks (Chpt. 7) completed in lab


	5
	September 25
	Questionnaire Construction
Prior Alumni Research: Conceptualization and Measurement
Lab: Comparing Several Means

Dillman, Chpt. 4
Field, Chpt. 8
	Smart Alex’s Task 1 (Chpt. 8) completed in lab

	6
	October 2
	Sampling

Prior Alumni Research: Sampling

Alumni Survey: Sample Design
Lab: Correlation 

Review Babbie, Chpt. 7

Dillman, Chpt. 5

Field, Chpt. 4

Gaile

Henry
	Smart Alex’s Tasks (Chpt. 4) completed in lab


	Week
	Date
	Class Focus & Readings to be Discussed
	Assignments Due

	7 
	October 9


	Survey Administration
Alumni Survey: Draft Topical Areas
Lab: Regression

Dillman, Chpt. 6-7

Field, Chpt. 5 
Kerley et al.

Burges
	Second Data Analysis paper due



	8
	October 16
	Survey Administration

Alumni Survey: Draft Questions
Lab: Regression

Dillman, Chpt. 8-9

Review Field, Chpt. 5
Burges
	Smart Alex’s Tasks (Chpt. 5) completed in lab

	9
	October 23
	Survey Administration
Alumni Survey: Revised Questions
Lab: Logistic Regression

Field, Chpt. 6

Dillman, Chpt. 10
	

	10
	October 30
	Survey Administration and the Internet
Alumni Survey: Moodle Questionnaire
Lab: Logistic Regression
Dillman, Chpt. 11-12
Review Field, Chpt. 6
	Smart Alex’s Tasks (Chpt. 6) completed in lab

	11
	November 6
	Survey Pretesting
Alumni Survey: Pilot Sample Creation and Administration
Lab: Categorical Data

Review Dillman, pages 140-148
Field, Chpt. 16
	Third Data analysis paper due



	12
	November 13
	No Class - Josh at ASC Meeting
	

	13
	November 20
	Future of Survey Research
Alumni Survey: Analysis of Pilot Data
Lab: Categorical Data
Dillman, Appendix
Review Field, Chpt. 16
	Smart Alex’s Tasks (Chpt.16) completed in lab

	14
	November 27
	No Class – Thanksgiving Break
	

	15
	December 5
	Survey Pretesting

Alumni Survey: Questionnaire Revision
Lab: Exploratory Factor Analysis

Field, Chpt. 15
	Fourth Data analysis paper due 

	16
	December 11
	Presentations and Final Thoughts

Lab: Exploratory Factor Analysis
	Smart Alex’s Task (Chpt. 15)
completed in lab

	17
	December 16
	Final Research Paper Due 5:00 p.m.
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