Soc 305: Sociology of the Modern World
Fall 2008 ● BSS 204 110 ● M/W/F 9:00 – 9:50

Humboldt State University

Instructor: Tony Silvaggio

Phone: 826-3142
Email: avs1@humboldt.edu

 Office Hours BSS 532: M 10-11, W 1:00-2:00

Course Overview
This course is an overview of the sociology of globalization. We will examine the process of globalization from a social scientific point of view, with special emphasis given to the economic, political, and social forces and transformations pervading our world. Though everyone uses the word “globalization”, there is not always agreement on what this term actually means.  There is even less agreement on whether or not globalization is a good, bad, or a mixed thing.  This course will not resolve any of these debates.  What we will do in this course is try and gain a more accurate and nuanced understanding of what we mean by the term, and of the transformations that are taking place on this planet.  The first few classes will be spent gaining a common framework and vocabulary with which to discuss globalization.  You will be introduced to the macro-view of human societies to help you develop this framework.  We will then focus on discussions and readings about what various scholars mean by globalization, so we can have some idea of where we are headed. We will also explore simultaneously contemporary issues of globalization and search out its ancient roots.  By looking at earlier processes we can come to understand what is truly new in our modern world, what is a variation on a theme, and what is a continuation of long term trends. We will then explore the sociology of the globalization, emphasizing the economic dimension of globalization, including theories and research in global political economy, world systems theory, and the rise of transnational capitalism, among other themes. We will close by examining the expanding web of counter-hegemonic movements and transnational movement networks that have sought to redefine the process of globalization to emphasize the universalization of rights (human rights, women’s rights and worker rights), social protection, and ecological sustainability. 
Course Goals and Objectives

By the end of this course, it is my hope that you will be able to gain an enhanced understanding of globalization, its historical roots, and the various debates that surround these topics.  Another goal for the course is to help you develop the critical thinking and analytic skills, and the historical perspective necessary, to examine your own deeply held assumption regarding the social world and to apply sociological inquiry to help understand and explain globalization. In short, it hopes to enhance what C. Wright Mills called your “sociological imagination” - understanding your own lives within an historical perspective and see the relationship between what happens to you and history and social forces.  By the end of the course, you should be able to:

· Understand the process of globalization from a sociological perspective.
· Recognize and apply several different theories and concepts of the global system and discourses on globalization.
· Analyze the world with a critical perspective and understand the interrelationships between large scale social phenomenon and day to day experience.
· Recognize and critically evaluate your own personal values.
· Make linkages between empirical data and theoretical concepts.

· Understand the ways in which traditional sociological factors such as race, class, gender, culture, political and economic systems affect individual lives and how individuals and groups can affect societies. 

· Understand and think critically about the diverse forms of resistance that globalization has generated among the exploited and marginalized communities, working class, women, and others who suffer the effects of increasing hardships.
· Think critically about social justice efforts and inequalities in communities and environments. 
· Engage in critical and sophisticated discussions concerning globalization, and use sociological tools to envision solutions for social problems.
Required Books:
Blaut, J.M. 1993. The Colonizer’s Model of the World: Geographic Diffusionism and Eurocentric 

History. 
Patel, Raj. 2007. Stuffed and Starved: The Hidden Battle for the World Food System. 

Reitan, Ruth. 2007. Global Activism. Rethinking Globalizations.
Robinson, William I.  2004.  A Theory of Global Capitalism: Production, Class, and State in a 
Transnational World. 
Wallerstein, Immanuel. 2004. World-Systems Analysis: An Introduction. 
I have also taken a number of articles and short essays on globalization from the web that can be found on ONCORES or the class MOODLE site. 
Requirements & Grading
Attendance and Participation 15%
This course is a collective effort.  Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions.  To accomplish this, everyone must come to class familiar with the required readings and ready to participate. Through these discussions, you will become more familiar with the course material, and it is also the best way to test your own ideas.  You develop your communication and listening skills when you exchange your ideas with others, and eventually learn to appreciate, understand, and express a variety of different viewpoints. If you want the maximum 15 points for class participation, I expect you to do the following: 

· Show up for all classes on time and do not leave early. 

· Ask questions that show you have done the reading and want to explore the course ideas more thoroughly. 

· Pay attention, take notes, and don’t read the newspaper or do other coursework during class time. 

· During discussion, treat others with respect, and argue your positions with intelligence, objectivity, evidence, and fairness. I am always open to discuss topics after or before class. 

ABSENCES WILL ONLY BE FORGIVEN IF THEY ARE PRE-ARRANGED (obvious exceptions are illness or a death in the family or things that cannot be known in advance).  I take roll and notice when you are not there.  Missing more than 3 classes will result in an automatic 5% deduction in your final grade, with a further 1% deduction for future missed classes (up to 15% of final grade).
Exams 20%

There will be one (1) exam. The exam is cumulative, closed book, and closed notes. It contains short answer questions and short essays that will cover material from class readings, lectures, discussions, and films. A week before the exam I will hand out a list of questions for you to think about at home. I will choose a number of these questions the day of the exam at random for you to write on. This will be worth 20% of your final grade.  
Globalization Research Paper 20% 
For this assignment, you will explore the websites of various Globalization and Global Justice Movement organizations that deal with issues in this course – globalization, development and underdevelopment, global inequality, ecology, etc.  You will need to explore at least five (5) of these websites.  At the least, one (1) of these should be considered “pro” global capitalism / conservative.   All students will start with the World Social Forum website, http://www.forumsocialmundial.org.br/index.php?cd_language=2  

I have listed some other suggested websites on moodle, but this list is not comprehensive. You will need to spend some hours searching the web, exploring various sites, reading the links and wide array of articles and commentaries, and gaining a deeper understanding of some of the popular literature on the web that has to do with the theme of globalization.  Each student will write up a report, between 3 and 5 pages single spaced, on your experience and your analysis of the exercise. This report will be due the Friday before you leave for winter break.  This is not a “cut and paste” exercise (those that that do will get no points) -  you will need to engage in a critical an analytical discussion about the sites, and apply concepts and theories to your exploration.  Please be prepared to discuss in class your experience.
Short Papers 30%

There will be three (3) required papers. The goal of these papers is to help you think concretely and critically about the theories and concepts we have explored. The papers are designed to give you an opportunity to do and reflect on topic of globalization. They will be assessed on their structure; relevant application of sociological concepts learned in the course; use of course materials; depth of analysis; and, insight.  Each paper should develop an analytical discussion on the particular topic assigned, mentioning the readings for that topic, lectures, videos, and discussions.  Detailed instructions for the assignments will be posted on Moodle one week before the due date. Papers must be 2 pages typed, single spaced, and are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Please note that although this is not a composition class, good writing is essential for communicating your ideas. Therefore, writing problems (e.g., repeated grammar or spelling errors, etc.) will count against you and can lower your grade considerably.  Please proofread your papers, and use the services of the Writing Lab if necessary.  Each paper is worth 10% of the final grade. 

In Class Writing Assignments 10%

There will be ten (10) in-class writing assignments, each of which will ask you to answer a question about the day’s readings. Typically, these will require you to explain a major concept from the readings, and then illustrate the concept from your own observations of the social world (although I may adjust the format of these assignments on occasion).  Each of these in-class writing exercises is worth two points.  I will drop the two lowest scores. In other words, of the ten in-class writing assignments, eight will count toward your grade for the course. The dates of these will not be announced in advance, and I will not offer make-ups for missed in-class writing assignments. Use your two freebies wisely; if, for example, you use them to take a long weekend off in September, they will no longer be available to you if you get sick later in the semester. These writing assignments comprise 10% of your final grade.

Globalization Film Review  5% 

For this assignment you will need to view two films that deal with the topic of globalization is some way and then write up a two-page (approximately), single spaced paper, focusing on how they are related to what we have been covering in the course.  Your paper should not be merely a description of the films. It should be an analysis of the films in relation to the historical and analytical themes and concepts in the course.  You can also make reference to class readings and lectures (with citations).  The list of approved films is on Moodle.  Those who wish to choose their own films will need to get instructor approval. 
The goal of the exams and writing assignments described above is to facilitate your learning and understanding of course materials. Therefore, I use a non-competitive grade scale.  This means that the grade you receive will depend entirely on your mastery of the course material, not on how well you perform compared to others in class. Course requirements will be weighted as follows in determining your final grade:
Requirement 





Percent of Final Grade

Exam
 






20%  



Globalization Research Paper



 
20%

Short Papers (3) 
 




30%      

Attendance and Participation 




15% 


In Class Writing Assignments (10)

 

10%
Globalization Film Review



  
  5%
Note:  All assignments must be turned in to get a passing grade for the class.  If you fail to turn in one assignment, you will not get a passing grade for the class. 
This course requires intensive reading, critical thinking, active participation, and a lot of hard work. I know that students are at different stages of their studies.  Whether you find yourself lost, confused, or elated over the learning experience, I encourage you to raise questions throughout the course, to discuss your concerns in class, and to drop by during my office hours. I also recommend that you form study groups to discuss readings and assist each other in the learning process.

For Sociology Majors
This course must be taken for 4 units, so I will assign you an extra 1 unit of work.  Please see me for instructions.

Course Resources and Policies

This class has a website on Moodle. The course web site contains useful information including a copy of this syllabus, links to readings, copies of overheads and handouts used in class, important announcements such as changes in the class schedule or office hours, assignments, and suggestions for further readings on topics related to this class. 

Policy on Late Assignments, Missed Exams, and Scheduling Conflicts

Unless otherwise noted, papers and other assignments are due at the beginning of class on the specified due dates. Please note well: 

· Papers are considered late if they are turned in after the beginning of class.
· Late papers will lose 1/3 grade for each day late.

· All work must be turned in by the last day of class; otherwise, you will be given an F for the course. 
· Makeup exams and paper extensions will be given ONLY in cases of documented illness or other emergency
· I DO NOT ACCEPT ANY WORK VIA EMAIL.
If you anticipate scheduling conflicts or other problems meeting the requirements of the class, please consult with me well in advance.

Writing is a necessary component of this course. There are accepted methods of referencing and noting materials in essays. Check the Chicago Manual of Style or Kate Turabian's Guide to Writing. Proofreading is absolutely crucial for all your written work; you should use a spellchecker, but do not depend on this alone.  If in doubt, let me know. I will be happy to offer guidance about writing style and content.  Office hours are provided for you to utilize.  If you need to contact me outside those times or make an appointment, please email me. I very rarely check my phone.

If you are not able to commit to doing the course work or meeting the attendance requirement, I strongly recommend you do not take this course.  Also, if you run into problems getting to class or doing the work, see me immediately so you can try to figure out how to accomplish those objectives.  Whatever you do, do not try to cheat on exams, quizzes, attendance or plagiarize (copy) your papers--it can get you kicked out of school. 

*Again, All assignments must be turned in to get a passing grade for the class.  If you fail to turn in one assignment, you will not get a passing grade for the class. 

Class Expectations and Conduct

This course may produce discomfort – sociology is considered by many to be subversive.  Sociology looks at the institutions and structures of society critically: facades are stripped away and society is exposed for what is really is. Since we all will have something to say, but may be saying vastly different, even contradictory things, the following guidelines will be adhered to while in this course:

· Acknowledge that prejudice and discrimination based on race, class, sex, sexual orientation, and physical differences exist.

· Acknowledge that all of us have learned misinformation about our own group and about members of other groups, whether we belong to a majority or a minority group, from the mass media and other sources. 

· Assume that people in this class are doing the best they can do. 

· Never demean, devalue, or in any way “put down” people for their experiences, backgrounds, or statements. This does not mean that you can’t disagree, only that you do so with respect. 

· Please don’t interrupt. Listen before speaking. 

I also ask that you follow some basic rules to keep distractions to a minimum.

· Please arrive on time. If you must come late, please sit down as quietly as possible.
· Please do not pack up your belongings before the end of class. I do keep an eye on the clock and will let you out in time. In exchange, I ask that you refrain from shuffling papers, etc. before class is over.
· Do not be deceived by the illusion of anonymity in this class. You are visible to everyone, so please do not talk to your friends, sleep, read newspapers, listen to music, surf the web, etc.  All of these behaviors are distracting to other students. 
· Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices before class begins. Under no circumstances are phone conversations or text messaging to be conducted in class. Violations will result in a deduction in your final grade. Frequent offenders will be asked to leave the class. 
· NO LAPTOP USE IS ALLOWED IN CLASS. 
· Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding attendance and disruptive behavior: See the HSU policy  http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/judicial/attendance_behavior.php
Add/Drop Policy: Students are responsible for knowing the University policy, procedures, and schedule for dropping or adding classes.  See the website at http://www.humboldt.edu/~reg/regulations/schedadjust.html 

Emergency Evacuation: Please review the evacuation plan for the classroom (posted on the orange signs), and review Campus Emergency Preparedness http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/emergencyops/campus_emergency_preparedness.php for information on campus Emergency Procedures.  During an emergency, information can be found campus conditions at:  826-INFO or http://www.humboldt.edu/~reg/regulations/schedadjust.html

Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities or concerns requiring special accommodations to meet the requirements of this course should bring this to my attention as soon as possible. Persons who wish to request disability-related accommodations should contact the Student Disability Resource Center in House 71, 826-4678 (voice) or 826-5392 (TDD).  Some accommodations may take up to several weeks to arrange.  Visit the site http://www.humboldt.edu/~sdrc/

Academic Honesty

Please be aware that academic dishonesty in any form, including plagiarism, fabrication, and cheating will not be tolerated. Except in cases when you are explicitly directed to work with a partner or group, all work submitted in this course must be your own and produced exclusively for this course. The use of sources (ideas, quotes, etc.) must be properly cited in your written work. Consequences of academic dishonesty range from a failing grade on an assignment to an F in the course. All violations will be taken seriously and are noted on student disciplinary records. Please see me if you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty. Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding academic honesty.  For more information, visit the HSU http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/judicial/academic_honesty.php or the HSU Catalog.
Finally, Here are Some Keys To Success In This Course

Sociology is an extremely complex subject that will require you to think in a way that may be entirely new to you.  Please be prepared for a challenging semester, although I hope it will also be an exciting and illuminating one. Here are some basic suggestions for doing well in this course:

· Read assignments before coming to class.

· Attend lectures on a regular basis.

· Take notes on lectures. 

· Take notes on readings.

· Study for exams in advance. Expect challenging exam questions.

· Read assignments and exam questions carefully – you don’t want to lose points for not reading the assignment.

· Hand in all assignments completed and on time.
· Proofread your papers.
· If you are having difficulty with the class, I strongly recommend using some of the resources at the HSU Learning Center (826-5217).

Course Outline

* Please note: this is a tentative schedule and is subject to change at any time if I feel necessary
Week 1    Introduction and Overview of Seminar, What is Globalization
 August 
25  
Overview of Course, Introductions



27
Berger, “Invitation to Sociology” 
29 
MacEwan, “What is Globalization?” 
Week 2    Conceptual and Ideological Debate about Defining Globalization
 September
1  
 NO CLASS
3    
Robinson, “Theories of Globalization” 

5 
Mark Smith, “Definitions of Globalization”
Amartya Sen, “How to Judge Globalization” 

Week 3    Macrosociology & Theories of Global System 
8
Wallerstein, “World Systems Versus World-Systems” 



Leslie Sklair, “Competing Conceptions of Globalization” 



Thomas Friedman, “It’s a Flat World After All” 
10 
Wallerstein, Preface and Ch 1
12
Wallerstein,  "Eurocentrism and its Avatars: The Dilemmas of 
Social Science" 
Week 4     Theories of Global System & the Dynamics of Globalization
15 
Blaut, 1-30
17
Blaut, 30-43 & Hobson, John, “The Myth of 1492 and the impossibility of 

America”  
19
Blaut, 50-80




Paper # 1 Due
Week 5      Eurocentric World History
22 
Blaut, 80-108
24
Blaut, 108-135
26 
Blaut, Ch 3 
Week 6     Macrosociology  & World-Systems Analysis
29
Blaut, Ch 4
 October
1        
Wallerstein, Ch 2


3
Wallerstein, Ch 3
Week 7     Political Globalization 
6
Wallerstein, Ch 4 & 5



Paper #2 Due
8 
Robinson, Ch 1 
10 
Robinson, Chr 2 

Week 8    Transnationalism and the State
13    
Robinson, Ch 3
15
Robinson, Ch 4
17
Patel, Ch 1 & 2
Week 9     Political Economy of Agriculture  
20
Patel, 47-84
22  
Patel, 84-118
24 
Patel, Ch 6
Week 10    Globalization & Food Production
27
Patel, Ch 7

Exam
29
Patel, Ch 8 
31 Magdoff, “The Political Economy and Ecology of Biofuels” (M) 
Week 11    Globalization and Culture
  November
3
Patel, Ch 9 

Evans, “Counterhegemonic Globalization: Transnational Social Movements in 

the Contemporary Political Economy” 


5 
Patel, Ch 10

Henry, James, The Mirage of Debt Relief 
7 
Reitan, Ch 1

Week 12    Transnational Social Movements
10
David Snow, “How Social Movements Matter”  

Reitan, Ch 2
12
Reitan, Ch 3
14  
Reitan, Ch 4
Week 13    Counter Hegemonic Globalization
17  
Reitan, Ch 5
19  
Reitan, Ch 6
Lesley J. Wood, “Breaking the Bank & Taking to the Streets: How Protesters

Target Neoliberalism”  
21
Antonia Juhasz, “Global Uprising: The Web of Resistance” (M)

Reitan, Ch 7
Web Report Due

Fall Semester Break November 24 -28

Week 14   Globalization and Ecology
Dec

1 
Reitan Summary

Film Review Due
3 
Clark & Clausen, “The Oceanic Crisis: Capitalism and the Degradation of 

Marine Ecosystems “
Theodore Bestor, “How Sushi Went Global” 
5
O’Rouke, D. “Market movements: nongovernmental organization strategies to 

influence global production and consumption.” 




Kimeldorf, Howard, Et. Al.  Consumers with a conscience? 
Week 15    Alternatives; Global and Local Futures

8     
Singer, “One Atmosphere” 
10      
Kathleen Kern, “The Human Cost of Cheap Cell Phones” 
International Forum on Globalization, “Global to Local, What you can do” 
12    
Speth, “A New Consciousness” & “Consumption: Living with Enough, Not 
Always More” 
Course Wrap –up



Paper #3 Due
PAGE  
1

