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SOC 104 – Section 6

Introductory Sociology

Fall, 2008

Instructor:  Stephen P. Stamnes
Office:  BSS 532
Office hours:  Tuesday:  1:00 – 2:30 p.m., and Thursday:  12:45 – 1:45 p.m.

Telephone:  826-3142    Email:  sps1@humboldt.edu  (PLEASE NOTE:  The most effective way to get in touch with me is in person during office hours or by telephone voicemail.  I check email less frequently than voicemail.  I do respond promptly to all voicemail messages.)

Class time:  T, TR, 11:00 – 12:20 in HGH 226

Text/Packet:  (1) ​Society, 9th edition, John J. Macionis; and (2) Packet of readings (both available at HSU Bookstore) 

Course Description:  This course is an introduction to the discipline of sociology including the

basic concepts, principles, and research techniques of sociology.  It emphasizes the study of the structures of patterned social interaction including the analysis and explanation of society; human culture; and social groups, institutions, stratification, deviation, and change.   SOC 104 meets General Education lower division Area D course requirements by addressing issues in the following areas:  culture, ethnicity, place, time, the economy, the political community, and human interactions and organizations.  (Refer to catalog for Area D objectives and learning outcomes 1 through 3.)

Course Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, the students will be able to:

· Demonstrate attainment of a sociological vocabulary and an understanding of concepts/perspectives required to pursue the study of the discipline of sociology beyond the introductory level;

· Apply sociological perspectives/theories to an analysis of a complex contemporary society in the U.S., e.g., be able to think sociologically;

· Demonstrate an increased appreciation of the richness and diversity in human social life and various human societies;

· Utilize the tools and concepts of the discipline of sociology and sociological research to better understand the inter-related effects of culture, social structure, etc. on their personal lives;

· Evaluate the effects of economic, political, and social institutions on various groups in U.S. society.
HSU learning outcomes for sociology majors:  

This course explicitly contributes to students’ acquisition of skills and knowledge relevant to the following HSU learning outcomes.  HSU graduates will demonstrate:
· critical and creative thinking skills in acquiring a broad base of knowledge and applying it to complex issues

· competence in a major area of study

· appreciation for and understanding of an expanded world perspective by engaging respectfully with a diverse range of individuals, communities, and viewpoints.

Sociology Major Learning Outcomes

Graduates with a B.A. in Sociology will be able to:

· think critically about social justice efforts and inequalities in communities and environments

· develop a solid foundation in sociological theory

· make linkages between empirical data and theoretical concepts

Course Requirements:
 

In order to maximize the learning of all members of our class community, all students are expect to:

· attend all class sessions  

· complete reading assignments prior to class meetings and actively participate in class discussions and group activities

· arrive in class on time –  class starts at 11:00 a.m. so you should arrive a few minutes early in order to be ready for class to start promptly at 11:00.  Arriving late to class is disruptive to everyone concerned and should be avoided.  Please show appropriate consideration to the other members of your learning community.

· demonstrate courtesy in class by not engaging in side conversations while class is in session

· turn off all cell phones and pagers when you arrive in class

Grading Policy:
Grades will be based on the following:

· Assessments/assignments: 30%*

· Exams (2):  40%

· Research project:  20%

· Journal/article review papers:  10% (This work is required and will be completed in SOC 113.)

*Students will frequently be involved in a brief assessment at 
the beginning of classes in regard to the assigned readings and/or at the end of classes in regard to lecture material, class activities, discussions, etc.  Students must attend regularly in order to receive credit for the weekly assessments and in-class assignments (group work) which will account for 30% of the overall grade.
Outline of Weekly Topics and Assigned Readings:

Note:  Readings must be completed prior to the class for which they are assigned so that students are able to contribute informed opinions during frequent group work activities throughout the semester.
T 8/26:  
Introduction/Defining Sociology

TR 8/28:  The sociological perspective

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 1, pp. 1 – 13 


T 9/2:  Defining culture
Read:  Macionis, Chapter 2, pp. 38 – 60 
TR 9/4:  Cultural diversity/theoretical analysis of culture
Read:  Macionis, Chapter 2, pp. 60 – 67 

T 9/9:  Race and ethnicity
Read:  Macionis, Chapter 11, pp. 298 – 314 AND Packet, pp. 9 – 10 and p. 25

TR 9/11:  Race and ethnicity in the U.S.
Read:  Macionis, Chapter 11, pp. 314 – 331 and Packet, pp. 21 - 24
T 9/16:  Sociological investigation (scientific sociology)

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 1, pp. 18 – 25 

TR 9/18:  Methods of sociological research

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 1, pp. 25 – 37 and Packet:  pp. 1 – 3 



DISTRIBUTED:  Field work research project assignment

T 9/23:  Theories of society
Read:  Macionis, Chapter 1, pp. 13 – 18 

TR 9/25:  The socialization process

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 3, pp. 68 – 93  

T 9/30:  Social interaction

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 4, pp. 94 – 117 

TR 10/2:  Social groups and organization

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 5, pp. 118 – 143 and Packet, pp. 13 – 15 

DUE:  3x5 card for research project (see project instructions)

DISTRIBUTED: Study guide for midterm exam

T 10/7:  Deviance:  What is it?  Who decides?

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 7, pp. 172 – 203 and Packet, pp. 16 – 20  

TR 10/9:  MIDTERM EXAM (Entire class period)
T 10/14:  Social stratification

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 8, pp. 204 – 225 

TR 10/16:  Social class and inequality in the U.S.

Read:   Macionis, Chapter 8, pp. 225 – 232 and Packet, 11 – 12 and 29 – 30  

T 10/21:  Poverty in the U.S.
Read:  Macionis, Chapter 8, pp. 232 – 241 and Packet, pp. 6 – 8 

TR 10/23:  Global inequality examined

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 9, pp. 242 – 269 

T 10/28:  Sex and sexuality 

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 6, pp. 144 – 171 

TR 10/30:  Gender stratification/ feminism

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 10, pp. 270 – 297 and Packet, pp. 4 – 5 and 31 – 32  

T 11/4:  RESEARCH PROJECT GROUP WORK
DUE:  Jotted notes and field notes for small group discussions

TR 11/6:  The family as a social institution

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 13, pp. 370 – 390 

TR 11/13:  Religion and society

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 13, pp. 391 – 407 

T 11/18:  Economic and political institutions
Read:  Macionis, Chapter 12, pp. 332 – 369 
TR 11/20:  Education as an institution

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 14, pp. 408 – 420 

Due:  Field work research projects – firm due date

11/24 – 11/28:  Thanksgiving recess

T 12/2:  Problems and recent issues in education
Read:  Macionis, Chapter 14, pp. 420 – 427 

TR 12/4:  Health and the institution of medicine

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 14, pp. 427 – 447 

T 12/9:  The natural environment and society

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 15, pp. 448 – 454 and 468 – 479 

TR 12/11 Social change and the future

Read:  Macionis, Chapter 16, pp. 480 – 511 and Packet, pp. 26 – 28 

T 12/16:  FINAL EXAM – 10:20 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. (exam room location to be announced) 

This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.

Additional information:

Academic honesty: Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding academic honesty.  For more information, visit: Academic Honesty Policy or HSU Catalog. 
Students with Disabilities: Persons who wish to request disability-related accommodations should contact the Student Disability Resource Center in House 71, 826-4678 (voice) or 826-5392 (TDD).  Some accommodations may take up to several weeks to arrange.  Student Disability Resource Center 
Add/Drop policy: Students are responsible for knowing the University policy, procedures, and schedule for dropping or adding classes.  Schedule Adjustments (Adding or Dropping) 
Emergency evacuation: Please review the evacuation plan for the classroom (posted on the orange signs),  and review Campus Emergency Preparedness (http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/emergencyops/campus_emergency _preparedness.php) for information on campus Emergency Procedures.  During an emergency, information can be found on campus conditions at:  826-INFO or Emergency Conditions,
Attendance and disruptive behavior: Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding attendance and disruptive behavior: Class Attendance and Disruptive Behavior.
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