Humboldt State University
Department of Sociology
SOC 382: INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL RESEARCH 
FALL 2008
Instructor:
Dr. Sheila L. Steinberg
Office: 
BSS530:  Office Hours: Tues 2:30-3:30 p.m.; Thurs. 11-12 and by appointment.
Email: 
ss51@humboldt.edu
Course Description:
This class provides an overview of the different research methods used in Sociology.  Students who take this class will be introduced to both quantitative and qualitative research methods.  Additional topics that will be covered include: research design, measurement, survey research, field research, research ethics and the uses of social research.  The instructor assumes that students who are taking this class have had previous exposure to sociological concepts and theories. All students will conduct a research project.
Course Goals:
*
To help students to theoretically and practically understand and apply different 
            sociological research methods. 
*
Provide an understanding of how research methods can be applied to better  
            understand and solve modern day social problems.
Required text:
Babbie, Earl.  2007.  The Practice of Social Research. 11th Edition. Australia: Thompson-Wadsworth Publishing Company. 
Wysocki, Diane K. 2004.  Readings in Social Research Methods. 2nd Edition.  Australia: Thompson-Wadsworth Publishing Company. 
Grading: 
Jigsaw Activities (4 at 10 points each):


40 points
Final Research Project: 




35 points
Final Poster Presentation: 




15 points

Poster Evaluations:





10 points
Total:







100 points
Jigsaw Activities (Wysocki book) 
The weekly course readings are listed on the SOC 382 Class Schedule. The class will be structured around student participation regarding the readings. To facilitate the discussion the class will be broken down into groups for something called “jigsaw activities.” 
The week prior to your jigsaw being due, we will count off in class so that you will know which article you are supposed to analyze. While you are all encouraged to read all of the chapters listed, each student is specifically responsible for presenting one of Wysocki articles assigned for that period of time. Each week a jigsaw activity is listed everyone is responsible to read and complete the following: 
Jigsaw Format:
1. Article Summary- in one paragraph highlight the main points, issues and examples covered in the article, provides a brief summary of your article. (one paragraph)
2. Critical Review: Here you are expected to: provide a brief, critical review the article that is one to one and a half pages long. (1-1 ½ pages)
Please cover these questions in your review: Does the author successfully achieve his or her goal? Do they present convincing evidence for their argument? What perspective does the author adopt in this article or book? What are the article’s strengths? Are the article’s weaknesses? What kind of evidence do they present? Is the author biased in any way? Please explain. How could this article be improved? Would you recommend this article/book to fellow students? Why or why not? When writing you’re critical review try to draw on topics and themes that have been raised in class and/or appear in the readings.
3. Discussion Question: Provide one detailed, and thought-provoking question on your reading that links your reading from the Wysocki article with the corresponding chapter from the Babbie book.  Your question should be at least 4 lines long and really seek to generate discussion about concepts/ideas that would be interesting for your peers. Your question can involve current real life events and topics that are of interest to you. 
All of this material will be turned in to me, but it will also be used as a part of an in-class exercise on the due date. Please come fully prepared to present your article review to your peers.  (40 points)
Final Research Project:  You may work in groups or individually to produce a research project that is due at the end of the class. More information will be provided soon regarding this assignment. (35 points). Please note that late papers are not accepted, so plan accordingly.
Final Poster Presentation: All class members are required to develop a professional poster that reflects your research project.  It should be structured in a manner that follows your papers and that clearly identifies a) the issue examined; b) your research methods c) your data d) your data analysis and e) your theory.  Posters are expected to be of conference quality. Additionally, all individuals/groups will participate in question and answer period regarding their posters.  Presentations are expected to be formal and professional. (15 points)
Final Poster Evaluations:  All students will complete poster evaluations for their fellow student posters and presentations. To participate in this assignment you must be present in class. (10 points)
Class Participation:  Your class participation and attendance is essential to the success of the class, especially when we are doing group activities, such as jigsaws. While you will not be assigned a formal grade for class participation, if you fail to attend a class on a day when jigsaws are due your papers will be severely downgraded (e.g the highest grade you can get on a jigsaw paper for turning it in without participating in class is a grade of “C”).  You should come to class ready to discuss the weeks’ readings and after having given them critical thought and when required, prepared to share your critical review of material with the class.  Class participation requires more than merely showing up in class, but rather the active engagement in class discussions and exercises.  
PLEASE BE ON TIME FOR CLASS. Class members are always encouraged to share their thoughts and ideas within the context of classroom discussion.  It is expected that each of you will respect others in the classroom.   You are expected to pay attention and listen when your classmates are participating in classroom discussion as well as when the professor is talking.  Individuals may be asked to leave the classroom if they fail to follow this rule. 
Class Schedule for FALL 2008
Week 1:  August 25-29

Babbie: Chapter 1 : Human Inquiry and Science

Wysocki 1-2
Week 2: Sept. 1-5
 

Babbie: Chapter 2: Paradigms Theory and Social Research
Babbie: Chapter 3: The Ethics and Politics of Social Research





Wysocki: 3-8
Week 3: Sept. 8-12


Babbie: Chapter 4: Research Design
Babbie: Chapter 5: Conceptualization, Operationalization and Measurement










Wysocki 9-13





Jigsaw #1 Due
Week 4: Sept. 15-21


Babbie: Chapter 6: Indexes, Scales and Typologies





Wysocki 14-16
Week 5: Sept. 22-26
 

Babbie: Chapter 7: The Logic of Sampling 
Babbie: Chapter 8: Experiments





Wysocki 17-21
Jigsaw #2 Due
Week 6: Sept. 29-Oct. 3

Babbie: Chapter 9: Survey Research





Wysocki 22-24

Week 7:  Oct. 6-10 


Babbie: Chapter 10: Qualitative Field Research





Wysocki 25-26










Jigsaw #3 Due
Week 8:  Oct. 13-17


Babbie: Chapter 11: Unobtrusive Research Babbie: 
Wysocki 27-28
Week 9:  Oct. 20-24


Babbie: Chapter 12: Evaluation Research 





Wysocki 29
Jigsaw #4 Due

Week 10: Oct. 27-31


Babbie: Chapter 13: Qualitative Data Analysis

Week 11: Nov. 3-7


Babbie: Chapter 14: Quantitative Data Analysis 
Week 12:  Nov. 10-14


Babbie: Chapter 16 Statistical Analysis

Week 13:  Only Meet Nov. 17
Babbie: Chapter 17 Reading and Writing Social Research



THANKSGIVING BREAK NOVEMEBER 24-28

Week 14:  Dec. 1-5


Final Presentations and Evaluations
Week 15: Dec. 8-12


Final Presentations and Evaluations
Week 16: Dec. 17 10:00-12:00
FINAL RESEARCH PAPERS DUE 

Final Presentations and Evaluations
 

*Late papers or posters are not accepted
1

