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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This is an upper level sociology course designed for sociology and environmental science majors, although others are certainly welcome.  The course will address the social and cultural differences in the relationship of human beings to the natural world, from an historical and contemporary perspective.  We will consider scientific, economic, spiritual, political, and cultural perspectives on humans and the environment, including the use of modern ecosystem management and contemporary views of conservation.

COURSE DESIGN

This course will look at the place of the human social system within the larger natural ecological system, especially the connection between social problems and environmental problems. There will be an examination of public policies, economic and other organizational structures.

The first few weeks will be spent gaining a common framework and vocabulary with which to discuss landscapes and human cultures.  We will then turn our attention to a systematic sorting of major theories that make claims to explain the relationship between humans and the natural environment.  Then we will spend the rest of the semester considering specific theories.

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES
· Develop an understanding of human nature and its relationship to the rest of nature.

· Gain an understanding of how structured inequalities in human societies affects the built and natural environment.

· Develop skills in understanding and calculating the external costs of human activities.

· Develop the ability to see environmental issues from a critical perspective

· Gain working understanding of the major variables to be considered in relation to environmental problem-solving

COURSE REQUIREMENTS


Regular attendance is required.  Please let us know when you cannot avoid missing class so that we will not worry.  Attendance, participation  and quizzes on assigned readings will account for 10% of your grade.


There will be two exams, each being worth 15% of your grade or a total of 30%.  The exams will require the student to integrate the reading assignments and classroom material.


Students will be asked to write "reaction papers."   The reaction papers will be based on the integration of assigned reading with the classroom activities.  These papers will be evaluated on how well the ideas are presented (do you make sense and is there any data to support what you are saying)) not on the position that you take. These papers will contribute 30% of your grade. 

There will be six reaction paper opportunities and each student must complete three.  If you do more than three, then the three highest grades will be used.  If you miss a due  date you have simply missed that opportunity and will have to select another.  No going backwards!

Special project.   Each student will  complete the SPECIAL PROJECT BY  APRIL 24.  The project guide is posted at the top of the Moodle site.  You will be graded on how well you complete the entire project.  30% of final grade.  See posting on SPECIAL PROJECT for details.

READINGS 
Required:

An Invitation to Environmental sociology,  second edition.  Michael Mayerfeld Bell (. Sage  2004).

Sustainable Development,  Susan Baker

Enchanting A Disenchanted World.  2nd edition.  George Ritzer  (Pine Forge: 2005).

And

ALL articles and other material posted on Moodle.
MOODLE available on -line will be used extensively for this course.  Vocabulary, notes concerning lecture materials, references cited in class, exam study guides, and assigned articles will be posted on Moodle.  You will be submitting written work and accessing grades on Moodle. You will need to check at least twice per week in order to keep up with the course. 

To access Moodle, go to HSU homepage, look on the right side for “Blackboard/Moodle” and click.  Follow directions on screens from there. If you experience any difficulty using Moodle please call X4357 (HELP).

It is strongly recommended that you use your axe email account for this course.  Instructors will not deal with problems stemming from the use of aol, yahoo, and other such accounts.  Biggest problem is “bounce-backs” when medium to large files are sent and from your book being too full.  If you need more space in your axe account request a larger one from the HELP desk.  If they say “no,” please contact the instructor and she will  get it increased. 

Do NOT turn assignments in or email me through Moodle.

IMPORTANT!!!!!!!
When emailing me, please put the following into the subject:

Soc 320

If you fail to do this I may not get your email, as the spam filter will weed you out before I see it.

Classroom Conduct

 Civil behavior is expected at all times.  Students who display a lack of civility during class will be asked to leave.  Unacceptable conduct includes, but is not limited to, activities such as reading the newspaper, talking while someone else has the floor, shouting at people, showing disrespect to someone with differing opinions, violating class ground rules. Coming and going during class IS disrespectful to all of us. You are not welcome to study for another class or otherwise engage in activities unconnected to the class activity.  

Attendance:  Regular attendance is expected.  There will be no “make-ups.”

Arriving late or leaving early or other disruptive behavior is considered uncivil.  It will be assumed that everyone’s toilet needs will be met before the start of class.  

If you are not in class on time, or leave early then you are not counted as present.

You are not welcome to leave the class and return.

All class members are responsible for all messages and materials delivered by email.

Assignments are due on the designated dates at the beginning of class.  Late papers may not be accepted at all.  Make up exams will be offered only for illness and extreme circumstances.. 

The instructor uses Internet services to detect plagiarism and purchased papers. 


The instructor apologizes for this section of her syllabus, as it will seem somewhat demeaning to 95% of HSU students. However, experience has provided me with the need to “cover myself” for the 5% of jerks enrolled! If it is in the syllabus then the rules can be used.

WHEN AND WHERE TO FIND THE INSTRUCTOR:

Office:  536 Behavioral and Social Science Building, Phone: 826-5421

ew1@humboldt.edu 

Office hours: 

For undergraduate students

Monday  and Wednesday 1-2

And by appointment

For graduate students:

Wednesday 9-10 and by appointment

Do not come to my office on Tuesdays.  No time available at all.!
