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Course Description
Sociology 492, Senior project is the capstone course for the sociology major.  Page 252 of the HSU Catalog tells us the is includes: “Apply knowledge and skills. Projects may include  field research,synthesis of prior written orkor analysis of work experience.”

In reality, the course starts while taking  sociology 382, research methods, and continues through both required theory courses.  The Senior Project is  your first professional work.  The acceptable project types are listed in a document  titled “Senior Project Options (currently found at the top of the course’s Moodle site.

Prerequisites for  Sociology 492, Senior Project

Completion of the following Core courses  at a grade of C or better:

Sociology 201 Social Problems

Statistics 108 (or soc 282), plus Soc 282L

,Sociology 382, Research Methods

Sociology 310, Social Theory

Sociology 410, Contemporary Social Theory.

Course Objectives
HSU Learning Outcomes: Competence in a major area of study.

Sociology undergraduate learning outcomes:

Develop appropriate research designs and instruments to answer sociological questions.

Apply appropriate techniques to the analysis and presentation of data.

Make linkages between empirical data and theoretical concepts.

Communicate effectively orally and in writing.

Required Readings
All required reading will be on Moodle.

Recommended reading :

Babbie, Earl. 2004. The Practice of Social Research.  Belmont, California: Wadsworth. 

Becker, Howard. 1986 Writing for Social Scientists: How to Start and Finish Your Thesis, Book or Article. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Pyrczak, Fred, and Randall Bruce.  Writing Empirical Research Reports.

Galavan, Jose L.  Writing Literature Reviews. 3rd Edition
Course Requirements
The course requirement, put simply, is for you to develop and produce you first professional 

level research project.

The course schedule contains due dates for the course.  The “Grading Rubric for soc 492”  is both attached to this document and posted on Moodle.

Please see document “Deliverables” for due dates and points toward your final grade.

Attendance

Attendance and participation is expected and will count toward your grade as “professionalism.”
Groundrules
Note that at the top of the Moodle page is a document “ASA Style Sheet.”  This is the only acceptable formatting for papers turned in for this course (and most others in the department).

Speak with respect during all discussions.

No electronics on in class ( includes computers, phones, ipods, etc. ) No exceptions please as it is annoying to others.

Please take care of personal needs before class.  If you are ill you are certainly welcome to leave.  If you leave the room do not come back, as this  will only double your disturbance of class.  This means that there will be no going in and out during class.  It also means that attendance will be taken near the end of class.

Note that all written assignments are checked by software designed to detect plagiarism. 

Late assignments will be graded down a half letter grade for each day late up to three days and then they will not be accepted. Essays are due at the beginning of class on the date due.  Want to drop it off after class or you come late to class, grade will be lowered.  

GRADING

The essay assignments may be redone if you receive a grade below a C.  Exams and other assignments may not be redone. 

Meaning of grade symbols according to HSU catalog.

A =  Outstanding Achievement (96-100; - 90-95)

B =  Very good, commendable achievement (+87-89; 83-86; - 80-82)

C =  Satisfactory  achievement (+77-79; 73-76;) c- 70-72 not acceptable for the major)

D =  Minimum performance (in Sociology, may not be used toward major)(60-69)

F =  Failure without credit (below 60)

Please note: any variety of an “A” demonstrates that a student has:

· Exceeded the requirements of the assignment 

· Demonstrated imitative, critical thinking, independence of thought and other signs of an usually fine effort

· Contributed to the learning environment of this course

· Been consistently responsible, prepared and professional

· Shown considerable growth and development from the beginning of the course to the end

NOTE:  One must earn a minimum grade of C for this course to count  toward the major.

WHEN AND WHERE TO FIND THE INSTRUCTOR
Office # 536 in BSS Bldg.

Phone:  826-5421

Email:  ew1@humboldt.edu   Please put soc 492 in subject line to avoid spam filters.  This is a must for homework assignments.

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday from 10-12 and by appointment.

There is a “senior project only” office hour on the Thursdays that we are not in class together.  You will see on the course schedule the notation “Office” for these days.  2-3:20 PM

Campus Resources

Students with Disabilities: Persons who wish to request disability-related accommodations should contact the Student Disability Resource Center in House 71, 826-4678 (voice) or 826-5392 (TDD).  Some accommodations may take up to several weeks to arrange. http://www.humboldt.edu/~sdrc/
Add/Drop policy: Students are responsible for knowing the University policy, procedures, and schedule for dropping or adding classes. http://www.humboldt.edu/~reg/regulations/schedadjust.html

Emergency evacuation: Please review the evacuation plan for the classroom (posted on the orange signs), and review http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/emergencyops/campus_emergency_preparedness.php for information on campus Emergency Procedures.  During an emergency, information can be found campus conditions at:  826-INFO or http://www.humboldt.edu/~humboldt/emergency

Attendance and disruptive behavior: Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding attendance and disruptive behavior: http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/judicial/attendance_behavior.php

Academic honesty: Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding academic honesty.  For more information, visit: http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/judicial/academic_honesty.php or http://www.humboldt.edu/~reg/catalog.html.

COURSE SCHEDULE FOR SOCIOLOGY 492,  FALL ‘08

1.  August 26     
Getting Started

    August 28       
Senior project Only Office hour

2.  September 2    
Focus your research question!
     September 4   
Methods

3.  September 9  
 Search engine workshop

     September 11 
Office

4.  September 16 
Literature review workshop
     September 18
Office   (annotated bibliography due )
5.  September 23
IRB Workshop

    September 25
Office

6.  September 30 
Data collection  ( IRB due)

     October 2
Office   

7.  October 7
Writing workshop

     October 9  
(Yom Kippur) (first draft of lit review due)
8.  October 14
Resume’ workshop

     October 16
Office 

9.  October 21
Writing the methods section  (resume’ due)

     October 23
Office  (second draft methods section due)

10. October 28
What is synthesis?

      October 30
Office(second draft of lit review due)

11. November 4  (Election Day)

      November 6
Office 

12. November 11
(First draft of synthesis)
     November 13
Office 
13. November 18


      November 20

Office
Thanksgiving Recess

14. December 2
Project presentation 

     December 4
Project presentation
15. December  9
Project presentation


      December 11
Project presentation

DUE DATES AND POINTS

September 4:  last date to register for this course.  See Moodle posting for what you need to get into the course.  NO exceptions.  5pts.

September 18:  Annotated bibliography due before 5PM.  Minimum of 20 entries’.  1-5 pts.

October 9:   IRB due
October 16:  First draft of literature review due

October 21:  Resume’ due

October 23:  First  draft of methods section due

October 30:  Second draft lit review

November 6:  Second draft methods section

November 13:  Draft of synthesis

December 2,4, 9, and 11: Presentations

Senior Project Options
1. Empirical Research Project You may choose to conduct an empirical research study drawing on primary data that you collect, analyze and present in the form of a written report or other product (see non-traditional products/projects below).  You will choose the appropriate methodological approach for your question.  Popular data collection methods include questionnaires, interviewing and/or focus groups, and content analysis.  Babbie (2004) and Berg (2001) may be helpful for planning and creating your project.  If you completed Sociology 482, Applied Sociology, you may use this experience as a case study on which you build your senior project.  If you are enrolled in 482 concurrently with 492, you may NOT use that experience as the case study for senior project. Students should read and synthesize about 15 peer-reviewed sociological research articles and/or books and synthesize these into a literature review section of their paper (see #2 below).  (Guideline length: 15-20 pages double-spaced plus integrated tables and references).

2. Extensive Literature Review You may choose to engage in an extensive literature review of peer-reviewed research from sociological journals (professional reports, evaluations and dissertations may also be appropriate to include).  Your review may include integrating and expanding prior work you completed during your course of study in Sociology.  Literature reviews of the caliber appropriate for senior project should organize and synthesize research literature such that the student makes a contribution beyond simply summarizing each research article:  key areas of agreement, disagreement, and contradictions to the research question are made apparent and discussed; and areas of question or areas that have not been well-researched are also discussed.  Students should read and synthesize about 40 works using the above guidelines. (Guideline length: 30 pages double-spaced plus tables and references).  

3. Nontraditional Creative Project/Product You may choose to create a non-traditional product as your capstone expression of your sociological imagination.  For example, you might choose to research, create and broadcast a radio program, or develop a web site on an issue that is important to you.  If you choose to create a non-traditional product, you will also write a process paper.  This paper will accompany your product and discuss the relevant research and process you underwent during the semester.  This process paper should include a synthesis of about 15 peer-reviewed sociological research articles and/or books (See #2 above).   (Guideline length for process paper:  5-10 pages double-spaced plus tables and references).          

Strongly Encourage Collaboration:  Two people (no more) may work together on a senior project.  The final collaborative product will be judged with the expectation that at least two times as many hours have gone into the project than had it been the creation of just one person.  This does NOT mean that the final paper is two times as long.  It does mean you should be able to produce a more polished product; one that draws on more data (more interviews or questionnaires administered); one that covers more literature and synthesizes it more tightly, etc.     

