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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The catalog description for this course is as follows:

The Family (4). Family relations) in cross-cultural and contemporary American perspectives. History, present status, and direction of future change. 

The catalog description aside, this course is a graduate level exploration of a vast area of social science called “the family.”  Our focus will start with cross cultural configurations and the history of the family and move into areas of student interest. We will focus on teaching strategies and research strategies in order to support the goals of students on both tracks.  It is a graduate level seminar heavily directed by the students.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To develop a basic understanding of :

family systems cross culturally;

the history of the family;

the various theories concerning human families;

human development and family issues;

how political and economic situations and how they shape the family.

To develop a professional skill set including:

 
a working knowledge of research issues current in the field;


set of concrete strategies for teaching undergraduate courses; 


ability to create an up to date literature review of relevant topic;


development of materials for teaching undergraduate courses;


development of interactive classroom activities

HSU Learning Outcomes:

Effective communication through written and oral modes.
Critical and creative thinking skills in acquiring a broad base of knowledge and applying it to complex issues.
Competence in a major area of study.
Appreciation for and understanding of an expanded world perspective by engaging respectfully with a diverse range of individuals, communities, and viewpoints.
Sociology MA Program Learning outcomes:

A solid foundation in sociological methods and related methodological theory. 

Professional socialization, including an understanding of ethical issues.

REQUIRED READINGS:

Global Families. Meg Wilkes Karraker (Pearson: 2007)

Marriage, A History.  Stephanie Coontz. (paperback edition 2006)

New Family Values. Karen Struening. (Rowman and Littlefield:2002)

From Marriage To The Market.  Susan Thistle.  (U.of California Press: 2006)

Unsung Heroines.  Ruth Sidel.  (U. of California Press: 2006)

Domestic Revolutions.  Steven Mintz and Susan Kellog  (Free Press: 1988).

In order to save you book expense, many items are posted on Moodle and they are required reading.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Attendance and class participation are expected. 10% of grade. If you have to miss more than one class think about dropping the course as we meet only once per week.  Missing more than one class will reduce your grade.  Professionalism demands consistent punctuality.  Tardiness will be tracked.  Leaving during class is also unprofessional.

Class leader  (20% of grade) each student will provide a succinct summary of the week’s reading assignment and develop response questions to be handed out  one prior to the scheduled discussion.  This means that you will have to be ahead of the rest of us in  reading the assignment for which you are to be the leader.

Response papers.  ( 20% of grade)Each student is responsible for answering the class leader questions each week and turning them in during class time.  Word-processed, of course.

Project  (30%  of your grade)

Course Research Project
(20% of grade)  Each class meeting will be spent on a research topic that will “snowball.”  This means that I will start us off with  looking at a specific issue and, after class discussion, we will decide what we need to find out for next week’s discussion.  We will take turns being “the detective.”  The detective’s job is to bring in data pertaining to the topic  in order to move the discussion forward. 

For teaching track students:

Prepare a course for either the 100-200 level or 300-400 level undergraduate curriculum.  See specifics posted on Moodle.

For practice track students:

Read the article by Gary Lee and Nancy Woodward, “Comparative Research Methodology.” I will make you a copy.

Then find 12 (minimum) peer-reviewed journal articles any family related subject of your choice, but with varying strategies and methodologies. Write a literature review document comparing them.  Specifics posted on Moodle. (50% of grade).

Late or missed work cannot be made up.  No incompletes will be given for this course.

No electronic equipment can be turned on while in class.  Turn it off!  Others students find this distracting.

It is usual in graduate programs, and is indeed the policy of the HSU Sociology MA Program that a grade of B- or lower may not be used for completion of the MA.

HOW TO REACH YOUR INSTRUCTOR

Office  #536, Phone: 826-5421

ew1@humboldt.edu 

Office hours: 

Watson 

Monday  and Wednesday 10:00-12:00

And by appointment

IMPORTANT!!!!!!!
When emailing me, please put the following into the subject line:

Soc 660

If you fail to do this I may not get your email, as the spam filter will weed you out before I see it.
GRADING
From the HSU Catalog, page 38:

Grading Symbols

A — Outstanding achievement

B — Very good, commendable achievement

C — Satisfactory achievement

D — Minimum performance

F — Failure without credit

Grade-Point System

Grade Included

Grade Points in GPA

Credit granted for MA
A ............................4.0......................... Yes

A- ...........................3.7......................... Yes

B+ .........................3.3......................... Yes

B ............................3.0......................... Yes

B- ...........................2.7......................... no
C+ .........................2.3......................... no
C ............................2.0......................... no
C- ...........................1.7......................... No

D+ ........................1.3......................... No

D ...........................1.0......................... No

F ............................0.0......................... No

AU .........................0.0 .........................No

CR .........................0.0 .........................No

I ..............................0.0 ...................... No*

NC ........................0.0 .........................No

R.............................0.0..........................No

RD ........................0.0 .........................No

RP .........................0.0 ......................  No

W ..........................0.0 .........................No

WU ......................0.0 ........................ No

*Incomplete changed to F if not completed

within one year.

** Report in Progress in master’s theses

courses changed to “F/NC” if not completed

within seven years
Your attention is called to the following campus resources:
Students with Disabilities: Persons who wish to request disability-related accommodations should contact the Student Disability Resource Center in House 71, 826-4678 (voice) or 826-5392 (TDD).  Some accommodations may take up to several weeks to arrange. http://www.humboldt.edu/~sdrc/
Add/Drop policy: Students are responsible for knowing the University policy, procedures, and schedule for dropping or adding classes. http://www.humboldt.edu/~reg/regulations/schedadjust.html

Emergency evacuation: Please review the evacuation plan for the classroom (posted on the orange signs), and review http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/emergencyops/campus_emergency_preparedness.php for information on campus Emergency Procedures.  During an emergency, information can be found campus conditions at:  826-INFO or http://www.humboldt.edu/~humboldt/emergency

Attendance and disruptive behavior: Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding attendance and disruptive behavior: http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/judicial/attendance_behavior.php

Academic honesty: Students are responsible for knowing policy regarding academic honesty.  For more information, visit: http://studentaffairs.humboldt.edu/judicial/academic_honesty.php or http://www.humboldt.edu/~reg/catalog.html.

