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Last Call! 

Now is the time to 
register your school 
for the National 
Geographic Bee! 
Registrations are 

due by October 15th . Find the 
instructions for registering your 
school here. 
  

Join Us Online! 

 
Welcome to all of our new 
followers this month!  
 
Become a Fan on our new 
Facebook Page. Check out our 
weekly links to geography 
resources! Don't miss out on 
the latest news. 

Director's Message 

Turning teenagers into global 
citizens  

How do you break through the clamor 
of cell phones, MP3 players, and 
Twitter to reach the heart of a high 
school student?  National Geographic 
filmmaker Karin Muller has found a 
way.   
   Each year, she spends three 
months in war zones and refugee 
camps, filming in-depth stories of the 
local people. 
   Once home she creates supporting 
documents, summaries, and 
background information and offers the 
entire package free of charge to educational institutions in the 
USA and around the world.  She also works with students as 
they use her footage to create 1-30 minute documentaries, 
shorts, and PSAs. 
   This year schools have produced videos about a Sudanese 
refugee camp surgeon who is also the camp butcher and a 
hundred other stories of hardship and hope in war-torn Darfur.  
When they finish the students take their projects on the road to 
educate the public and practice their newfound leadership and 
global citizenship skills. 
   These projects meet Media or Social Studies curricular 
standards, and can be used as extracurricular/honors projects 
that place students in the center of global events.   
   Because she travels completely on her own - living with local 

families, speaking their 
language, eating their food, 
and following local dress and 
customs - her footage offers 
students stories that are far 
more intimate and detailed 
than what they see on 
broadcast TV. 
   She just added her footage 
from Cuba to the Sudan 
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video already in circulation.  Karin's nonprofit organization - 
Take 2: The Student's Point of View - is currently inviting high 
schools, colleges, or universities to join the project. 
For more information, please visit www.take2videos.org or email 
Karin Muller at Karin@karinmuller.com 
 

������� �
Dr. Stephen Cunha 
 
Photo: Quechen man in Cuzco, Peru by Stephen Cunha 

Updates from Around the State 

News from the Los Angeles Region  
    The CGA site at UCLA had a successful summer and is looking 
forward to the events we have planned for this school year.  Two 
summer institutes incorporated geographic themes-our annual 
partnership with the Automobile Club of Southern California (Watch for 
this one next year) and our on-going collaboration with several Centers 
in UCLA's International Institute in which the theme was food and 
global trade through history.   
    At the Auto Club, teachers heard lectures on the geography of 

California and various LA enclaves-Chinatown, Boyle Heights in East LA, and working class 
suburbs, learned about how they were connected in a talk by Auto Club historian Matt Roth on the 
freeway system, and reviewed the Five Themes of Geography as a way to think about geographic 
elements in the lessons they subsequently developed.  Check out lessons from previous years on 
our Geography Literacy site.   The talks and readings at the food institute included intriguing 
information on trade networks in the Middle East (coffee in Yemen), across the Atlantic (goods in 
the Columbian Exchange), and from Asia to Europe (the Canton tea trade) and were followed by 
pedagogy sessions that introduced map analysis strategies and looked at how climate regions and 
topography relate to agriculture, both historically and in contemporary food crises.  We are 
continuing this partnership too so you'll want to keep in touch for details (see below). 
    What's up for the fall?  Our first two events are going to be special.  On October 22, Dr. Michael 
Shin of the UCLA Geography Department will speak at our Geography Awareness Week kick-off 
event, and participants will be introduced to National Geographic's materials for this year's theme-
"Mapping Europe".  As usual, we have resources to share.  Then on November 2, fifteen teachers 
will have the opportunity to utilize LAUSD's archival materials for other lessons.  Imagine how 
intrigued your students would be to learn about the demographics of their schools in past decades 
and to observe the urbanization of Los Angeles through mapping school locations.  We'll look at 
how these materials can be used in each grade level.  To RSVP for either of these events, to get 
further details, or to be added to our e-mail list, contact Mary Miller, Los Angeles Coordinator, at 
mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu. 
     We also have exciting news of a new grant we received which will allow us to offer substantial 
financial and academic support to twenty-four Los Angeles County teams of three to five teachers 
each in planning and carrying out their own professional development.  The teams can be from a 
single discipline or multidisciplinary, and we hope some of you geography lovers will want to be 
involved.  Applications for these Teacher-Initiated Inquiry Projects should be posted by December 1 
at uclatiip.org.  
     Finally, we always like to share a good resource, and here's one developed by the California 
Council for the Humanities and local libraries that will guide you through a program that helps 
students look closely at their neighborhoods.  Go to www.calhum.org/myplace to find examples of 
the projects and click on "Tools" for the do-it-yourself handbook.  You'll need to direct your students 
to highlight the geography elements, but the handbook is full of good ideas.  
Thanks, Mary Miller, for the update.  
 
From the Bay Area Region : 
Presidio Teachers' Night 2009, October 8th, was sponsored by the Presidio Trust, National Park 
Service, and Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy. The  theme this year was "Water".  The 
special presentation, Running Dry, by Jonathan Waterman, was sponsored by the National 
Geographic Society.  He shared a photo  journey down the Colorado River and emphasized the 
urgency in protecting our water resources. 
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CGA  was one of 50 organizations invited to participate in the event and provided resources for all 
the 450 teachers in attendance.   
 
Shown in the CGA Table photo are Bay Area Teacher Consultants Natalie Wojinski, Michele 
Cogley, and Catherine Siemens. 
Thanks, Ann Henry, for the update. 
 
From the Fresno Area : 
Fresno TC's Present Pre-service Teachers' Workshop at CSU Fresno 
  
The national standards for geography literacy were the focal point on September 10th and 17th, as 
the Fresno Area TC's presented a CGA workshop for 150 K-8, pre-service teachers in conjunction 
with CSU Fresno Department of Teacher Education. 
  
Prospective teachers created landform/water body booklets, used technology and desk maps to 
learn about and follow the diffusion of chocolate throughout the world, were introduced to and 
applied the Five Themes of Geography to their personal location and place, discovered the origins 
of the ingredients of an apple pie, and engaged in hands-on use of globes to understand global 
terms and physical phenomena. 
  
Special guest, Regional Coordinator Veray Wickham,  joined us for one of the days, and everyone, 
including the University professors and staff, students, and presenters enjoyed a successful two 
days.   
  
A spring pre-service workshop and Master Teacher Workshop are being planned for early in the 
spring semester.  Watch up-coming newsletters for details of the dates and location. 
Thanks to TC Cathie Moseley for the update. 
 

San Joaquin County and Fresno Area: California Atlas Focus Group 

You are invited to participate in a focus group meeting hosted by the California 
Geographic Alliance scheduled on Wednesday, October 28, 2009, from 4:00 to 
7:00 PM at San Joaquin County Office of Education in Stockton. 
The purpose of the meeting is to gather feedback about maps and content in the 
new California Atlas project.  For the past year, teachers from throughout 
California have been working collaboratively with geographers to develop an 
atlas to meet 4th grade history-social science standards. 

To show CGA's appreciation, dinner and a set of desk maps for classroom use will be provided to 
each participant.  
  
If you know other fourth grade teachers who may be interested in joining us, please send me their 
name and e-mail address. 
  
Please RSVP to Veray Wickham at vwickham@sjcoe.net  by Thursday, October 15, 2009. 
 
Atlas Focus Group For the Fresno Area  
 
The Southern San Joaquin Valley California Atlas Focus Group will be held on Wednesday, 
November 4th, from 4:00 to 7:00 PM at the Fresno Unified School District Instructional Media 
Center at First and Shaw Avenues in Fresno. 
  
Teachers will be able to examine maps from the new California Atlas project in addition to doing 
activities about California geography.  
  
For the past year, teachers from throughout California have been working collaboratively with 
geographers to develop this atlas which is aimed at meeting 4th grade history-social science 
standards. 
  
A dinner will be provided, and each participant will receive a set of laminated California desk maps 
for use in their classroom. 
  
Fourth grade teachers who are interested in joining in, may contact Cathie Moseley at the e-mail 
address below or through the CGA office. 
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Please RSVP to Catherine Moseley, Cmoseley100@comcast.net  by Friday, October 16, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 

Quick Classroom Ideas 

 
Use a big bulletin board with a huge map of the world near where one enters 
the school. Each week  post a different theme--famous sites, cultures, 
landforms, etc. Post and number 10 or 12 pictures representing the theme, 
around the map. Students write and submit their guesses as to where each 
picture is found in the world. First correct one gets a prize. On the last day of 

the week label and show with attached string, the actual location.  
 
Thanks to TC Lynn Jones for this tip to improve geographic literacy. 
 
Here is a resource for teachers on the 2010 Census.  It is www.census.gov/schools.  It has lessons 
for K-8, centered on four major strands - "About the Census", "Community Participation", "Map 
Literacy", and "Managing Data".  It looks good! 
 
Thanks to Regional Coordinator Diane Hembacher for this resource. 

FREE Workshop - Deadline SOON! 

 
The Korea Academy for Educators (KAFE), the San Jos e Unified School 
District,  The Academy of Korean Studies and Califo rnia Geography Alliance 
Sponsor  
  
  

A FREE Workshop for Teachers! 
Saturday, October 24, 2009  

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
John Muir Middle School  

1260 Branham Lane   -    San Jose, California 
  
WHY ATTEND? 
A unique opportunity to learn about Korea's history, geography, rich culture & the Korean-American 
experience from experts 
Receive books, DVDs, K-12 Standards-based lessons, maps & power-point lectures  
See how the New Framework includes Korea's influence and role in world history 
Learn about fellowship opportunities to study/travel or teach in Korea 
Lunch by the Silicon Valley Korean School plus special entertainment & door prizes 
  
Speakers  
"What Americans Need to Know About Korea" 
Mary Connor, President and Program Director of the Korea Academy for Educators, author of The 
Koreas (2009), teacher of high school history/social science for 35 years, NCSS and CCSS 
conference presenter, and the recipient of the Peace Corps Global Educator Award and the 
Organization of American Historians Tachau Award. 
 
"Korean American History and the Korean American Experience" 
Edward Park,  Director of Asian Pacific American Studies Program, Loyola Marymount University in 
Los Angeles. His areas of research include economic sociology, urban studies, public policy, and 
race relations. In 2009, he participated in a public forum to update the California History-Social 
Science Framework and was an advocate for greater inclusion of Asian Americans in U.S. history. 
 
"Understanding Your Korean American Students and Their Families" 
Jung Hae Kim,  Principal of the Wilton Place School, Los Angeles. She has demonstrated her 
leadership ability as President of the Korean American Educators Association, President of the 
Korean Women's International Network, and Principal and Deputy Superintendent of the Korean 
Saturday Language School, Los Angeles. Kim has been honored by Korea's Ministry of Education.  
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"Lessons for Your Classroom" 
Sung Kim, Vice President, Assistant Program Director, and grant writer for the Korea Academy for 
Educators. She currently teaches in the Korean Dual Language Program (LAUSD) and has 
developed creative Standards-based lessons for teachers throughout the area. Kim is also a Korean 
language instructor for the Teachers College and Heritage Education, Korean Education Center, 
LA. 
  
Registration and Questions:  Roz Zisch, History/Social Science Consultant SJUSD & CGA 
Regional Coordinator 
                                                        rozisch@aol.com or rosaleen_Zisch@sjusd.org              
                                                                      Deadline for RSVP Oct. 20 
Over 1,300 educators from all over the United States have participated in the Korea Academy for 
Educators programs since 2004.  Visit the web site for further information www.KoreaAcademy.org. 
  
  
 

 

 
Start preparing now for  

Geography Awareness Week, November 15-21, 2009!  
 

Get Lost in Mapping: Find Your Place in the World  
 
Go to GeographyAwarenessWeek.org and  
--Get lost in maps: big & small, high-tech & low-tech!  
--Take the test: Is your school global?  
--Get wired: Help students see how mapping technologies are reshaping how we live and learn  
--Teach about the world in new ways: Explore standards-based lessons  
--Celebrate! Get tips and resources to host a GAWeek event, including FREE National Geographic 
downloads and materials  
 

Help give students powerful global knowledge!  
GeographyAwarenessWeek.org 

 

NCGE 2009 

The National Council for Geographic Education held its annual 
conference in San Juan , Puerto Rico in September.  The theme, 
"Crossroads of Culture," was an opportunity for the island and its 
people to welcome NCGE members to share its wonders.  It was 
a stopping place for Christopher Columbus who met the Taino 
Indians here in 1493.  Juan Ponce de Leon arrived in 1508, and 
for the last 501 years, it  has been where Europe, Africa, and 
North America have merged to form a unique and wonderful 
place.  Field trips led participants to visit all parts of the island and 
workshops and sessions emphasized the theme.  
   The National Geographic Teacher Fest focused on this year's 

Geography Action theme :  Europe.     
Print and graphics  to support the many activities are on line:   
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geography-action/index.html 
 
Photo provided by Ann Henry. The event ended in a Fiesta celebrated by our CGA Director Stephen 
Cunha, and CGA Regional Coordinators Roni Jones, Emily Schell, and Ann Henry. 
  

Geo-Mentor Program 

Page 5 of 7HSU Webmail: mbh14@humboldt.edu

10/23/2009https://webmail.humboldt.edu/zimbra/



Educators work with people who use geography to help youth see the world in 
new ways. GeoMentors work with educators in and out of formal classrooms to 
help kids see, use, and do more geography in their activities.  A GeoMentor 
"adopts" a school, class, or club and supports the educator/s in working with 
youth. Using tools of geography (such as maps and globes, atlases, charts, 
imagery, and field work), the GeoMentor helps the educator and youth develop 
skills in geographic thinking. 

 
  

Upcoming Events  
  
 
Geographic Literacy in the 21st Century  
Institute dates:  Thursdays, 9/24, 10/8, 10/22, 11/5, 11/19, 12/3 
Time: 4:00 - 7:00 
Location:  CSU Dominguez Hills 
The Dominguez Hills Region of CGA is sponsoring a fall institute, 
Geographic Literacy in the 21st Century, for Grade 3-5 teachers.  
Participants will experience activities and games to teach the Five 
Themes of Geography in the upper elementary grades.  Participants will 
also become familiar with up-to-date websites and technology to 
enhance geography instruction.  Each participant will receive literature 

books and other resources for teaching geography. 
  
The registration fee is $25; one semester unit is available for an additional $45 fee.  Please contact 
Diane Hembacher at dhembacher@csudh.edu for a registration form. 
 
49th Annual CCSS Conference  
Location: Pasadena, CA 
Dates: March 5-7, 2010 
 
This year's theme, K-12 Social Studies: Laying the Foundation for a 21st Century Workforce, 
promises to feature many interesting breakout session and will feature keynote speaker Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar. Registration materials and more details about the conference are available online at 
ccss.org. 
 
 

Regional Coordinator's Contact Information 

 
When you're looking for assistance, don't hesitate to contact your 
regional coordinator. She can get you materials, help put on geography 
workshops or assist you in setting up a family geography night and 
much more! 
 
Ann Henry, Bay Area and Northern California, abnh1@comcast.net 
Rosaleen Zisch, Silicon Valley, ROZISCH@aol.com 
Roni Jones, Sacramento, ronijjones@gmail.com 
Veray Wickham, San Joaquin, vwickham@sjcoe.net 
Mary Miller, Greater Los Angeles, mary_miller@earthlink.net 
Diane Hembacher, Dominguez Hills, dhembacher@csudh.edu 

Emily Schell, San Diego, eschell@mail.sdsu.edu 
  

California Geographic Alliance Office Manager  
Mary Hackett cga@humboldt.edu 
Geographic Connection Newsletter Coordinator  
Natalie Wojinski natalie.wojinski@gmail.com 
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