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Congratulations!

Dr. Stephen Cunha, Director of 
the California Geographic 
Alliance, was recently named 
Humboldt State University's 
2009 Top Scholar. The award 
is recommended by University 
faculty and presented by the 
University President. Read the 
complete story at Humboldt 
State's NOW magazine online. 
 

Director's Message 

True or False : San Diego de Alcala 
was the first California mission?   
 
If you're unsure about this, consulting 
most atlases will confirm that San 
Diego was indeed the site of the first 
mission in 1769.   
 
Not so fast...the forthcoming CGA 
California Atlas shows over 25 
Spanish mission settlements in 
California that precede San Diego.  Of 
course, they are all located in Baja 
California, not Alta California, perhaps 
making this a trick question.  But the 
foil only applies if your mental map of California stops at 
Tijuana. 
 
One goal of our new atlas is to dispute the Spaniard's mythical 
"Island of California."  Many of the maps carry beyond our 
existing borders, showing geographic regions, Native American 
trade routes, animal migration, and contemporary Pac Basin 
trade that reach into neighboring states, Mexico, and across the 
Pacific.   
 
CGA leaders Emily Schell, Stephanie Buttell-Maxin, and Joan 
Bray led 15 alliance teachers in a week-long atlas institute in 
late June. The teachers critiqued the draft maps, developed 
complimentary lesson plans, and investigated California 
geography through lectures and field trips.  While teachers 
counted a combined 150 years of classroom experience, it was 
the mix of 25-year veterans with recently credentialed job 
seekers that produced some extraordinary thinking. 
 
We are looking for teachers interested in writing essays to 
accompany the maps, and to develop additional lesson plans.  If 
writing part of an atlas that would make the Spaniards smile is 
of interest to you, contact the CGA office at 
cga@humboldt.edu.   
 
Click on the links below to view three draft maps we have 
available. Please note: these are large files.  
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Major Native American Groups 1770 
Animal Migrations 
Exports 
 
 

��������
Dr. Stephen Cunha�

Leadership Institute Update 

In early July CGA teacher consultants, regional 
coordinators, and the director met for a week in Tahoe to 
restructure Alliance goals and strategies. Using research, 
content training, consensus building, field trips, and 
dialogue we honed our mission to align with National 
Geographic Society's new reforms and our goal: to 
increase and deepen geographic education in California's 
schools, K-12. 
  
We collaborated, within our regions and as a statewide 
group, to organize the challenge. First, we narrowed and 

fine-tuned our current benchmarks. We articulated strategies to achieve our objectives and to 
measure our results, and finally divided tasks in order to begin the work of increasing geographic 
understanding through outreach and professional development.  
  
By Friday the group felt confident and inspired to move forward. Having established an electronic 
network and regional action plans, we left Tahoe with clarity of purpose, to be instrumental in 
improving the quality of geographic education throughout our state.   
 
photo : Back L-R Emily Schell, Lynn Jones, Stephanie Buttell-Maxin, Joan Bray, Natalie Wojinski, 
Alexandra Allen. Front L-R Karen Nicola, Veray Wickham, Cathie Moseley, Ann Henry, Maureen 
Begley, Stacey Rutter. Not pictured: Nicki Young, Diane Hembacher, Stephen Cunha. 
 
Thanks, Lynn Jones, for the update. 
Image Courtesy of Stephen Cunha 

 

 
Are budget cuts getting you down? Worried about how to get fabulous maps for your students with 
limited funds? Never fear, My Wonderful World comes to the rescue! The website has a free world 
map that you can download and print for your classroom.You can choose from political or physical 
maps. You can also check out National Geographic's Map Machine to create your own map or the 
Xpeditions Atlas for great outline maps. 
  

Upcoming Events  
   
The UCLA History-Geography Project's  summer institutes, presented 
with the support of the Geographic Alliance , are almost full, but to see 
some of the fine lessons produced by previous participants in our 
"Places and Time" collaboration with the Automobile Club of Southern 
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California go to http://geographicliteracy.gseis.ucla.edu/.  You can check on last minute summer 
opportunities and arrange to be added to the e-mail list for future events by contacting Mary Miller at 
mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu.  
 
 
Global Connections: Trade, Technology, and Food--a program for World History Teachers  
July 25; July 27-31 and August 3-6, 2009 
UCLA 
Los Angeles, CA 
"This 2-week institute for World History teachers is being held in cooperation with the UCLA 
International Institute and the Anderson School's CIBER program. Focusing on food and food 
production, we will look at the broader themes of exploration and the impact of the resulting 
contacts between Europe, Asia, the Near East, Southeast Asia and Latin America as well as the 
effects of new agricultural products and technologies. Cost to attend is $100. UCLA Extension credit 
is available for a fee and LAUSD salary points will also be available. 
Contact Mary Miller at the UCLA History Geography Project for more information. 
310-206-9796  mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu  

Regional Coordinator's Contact Information 

 
When you're looking for assistance, don't hesitate to contact your 
regional coordinator. She can get you materials, help put on geography 
workshops or assist you in setting up a family geography night and 
much more! 
 
Ann Henry, Bay Area and Northern California, abnh1@comcast.net 
Rosaleen Zisch, Silicon Valley, ROZISCH@aol.com 
Roni Jones, Sacramento, ronijjones@gmail.com 
Veray Wickham, San Joaquin, vwickham@sjcoe.net 
Mary Miller, Greater Los Angeles, mary_miller@earthlink.net 
Diane Hembacher, Dominguez Hills, dhembacher@csudh.edu 

Emily Schell, San Diego, eschell@mail.sdsu.edu 
  

California Geographic Alliance Office Manager  
Mary Hackett cga@humboldt.edu 
Geographic Connection Newsletter Coordinator  
Natalie Wojinski natalie.wojinski@gmail.com 
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