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Quick LInks

Though economic times are
bad, they aren't as bad as the
cities around the world that
have been completely
abandoned by humans.
DirJournal Info Blog has a
great post on abandoned
places. Check it out here.

ASCD's May 2009 issue of
Educational Leadership
featured Social Responsibility.
Check out the article "The
Window into Green" for the
case to encourage quality
environmental education.

Finally, Reuters news service
recently reported on the move
to localize water consumption
in the beverage industry. Look
at "Water risks ripple through
the beverage industry" for
more information.
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Director's Message

In these trying budget times, it may
help to recall the old proverb, "It's
always darkest before the dawn,
when your world is weary, when all is
dark, when dreams die and fade
away, and all of life is stark."

The California budget disaster has
been a long time in the making. The
cumulative effects of Prop 13, an
expanding prison complex (with the
highest incarceration rates in the
industrialized world), diminished auto
registration taxes, and a transition
away from taxable manufacturing to largely untaxed service
economy, created a perfect storm.

From a geographic perspective, the financial crash is sharply
reducing immigration of all stripes into California. At our zenith,
the Golden State boasted the fifth largest economy in the world
after the USA, Japan, Germany, and the UK. We are now eight
behind China, France and ltaly, with surging Canada and Spain
ready to surpass us. We now consume fewer hard goods, plant
fewer crops, drive fewer miles, and erect fewer new buildings.

The 1990s economic boom, when one-sixth of global venture
capital flowed through the Golden Gate to grease Silicon Valley
innovation and a statewide real estate boom, concealed our
growing tax imbalance. That cover is now fully blown, as every
educator in California will fully appreciate this September.

Is there any good news? Let's hope our dark freefall sheds
daylight on a deeply flawed system of taxing and governance.
Constructively revisiting Prop 13, prison strategies, and the
transition to a service economy, will bring the daylight we crave.

What Teenagers Can Do to Limit their Carbon Footpri  nt
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By Evan A. Schell
Evan is a student at High Tech High School in San Diego and just finished
an internship at the Surfrider Foundation.
& I'm a 16 year-old junior in high school who cares about the environment. | do
b all kinds of little things everyday to help reduce my effect on the planet. For
instance, nothing electronic is plugged into my walls in my room. | choose
not to plug anything in because even when phone chargers and lamps are
plugged into wall sockets they are sucking up energy for when you do turn them on. | also collect
unused water in a bucket while | shower and | use the water for my plants outside. Not everyone
does this obviously but as a global community we can do little tasks everyday to help reduce our
overall impact on the Earth. Teenagers are the group that should and can be doing the most
because we are known for wanting change and for fighting for what we believe is right. There are
five easy things every teenager can do during the day to help preserve our resources and keep the
planet clean.

1.) While brushing your teeth don't let the water run. Careless usage of water leads to severe
consequences. Water is a valuable and under appreciated resource that we need to conserve and
properly use.

2.) When out at the beach or local park pick up at least three pieces of trash. Living in Southern
California | go to the beach every weekend and my mission is to pick up at least three pieces of
trash every time | go. Although it may not be your trash or a friend's trash we are all living on the
same planet and we should all be responsible for keeping it clean. There is only one Earth and who
knows - you may cause a domino effect of cleaning throughout your community.

3.) Recycle everything you can. In my house we recycle every bit that we can. Recycling is such a
simple and easy task. If you don't have a recycling bin at your house contact your local waste
management agency and ask why they haven't supplied you with one. If you recycle it puts such a
dent in the overall waste put into landfills and it helps us conserve resources. | carry recyclable
products with me until | find a proper receptacle (which is usually at my house).

4.) Reduce your shower by at least five minutes. Some showers use 7-10 gallons per minute.
That's equivalent to about 60 standard water bottles going down your drain every minute. | take five-
minute showers everyday and before | lather up | turn the water off to help conserve. Reducing your
shower time is easy and simple.

5.) Plastic bags and other plastic products have massive effects on the environment. Plastic only
photodegrades, which means it breaks down into tiny pieces when left out in the sun. These little
pieces get trapped in animals, plants, sewer ways, and they end up trashing our oceans. There is a
mammoth patch of plastic out in the middle of the Pacific Ocean called the Pacific Gyre. It currently
contains over 100 million tons of plastic and trash that we carelessly allow to be littered. So next
time a grocery bagger asks or gives you a plastic bag say no thanks and pass on it. Bring your own
reusable bags to the store or just carry your groceries by hand. If everyone did this we wouldn't
have a need for plastic and the Pacific Gyre wouldn't continue to grow.

Be sure to get out Evan's guest blog post for the Surfrider Foundation Student Perspectives.

Photo by: functoruser, unplugging the machine,
http://www.flickr.com/photos/functoruser/2271647729/

Watching our Carbon Footprint

Below is a video Roz Zisch uses in the Mineta Summer Transportation Institute
for High School Students. Enviromental Science, Geography, and Public policy
are the emphasis of this 4 week course at San Jose State University.

Your Consumer Footprint

From 1950 to 2000, Americans consumed as much food and material goods as
all the generations of Americans before them. If everyone in the world lived the
way the average American does, we would need four more planet Earths to
provide all the necessary materials and energy. We must explore new ways to reduce our
consumption habits; so why do we consume so much?

For an entertaining 21 minute look at why our culture has become so deeply consumer-oriented,
watch The Story of Stuff video. Invite your family to join you. It's sure to spark an interesting
discussion!

The average product in stores travels 1,200 miles...so save all that energy consumption & buy
locally.
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Do you want to calculate your carbon footprint? Check out Nature Conservancy's Carbon Footprint
Calculator.

The My Wonderful World blog has some exciting things going on this month. First up, a month-long
look at ways that we can reduce our carbon footprint by choosing locally produced goods. Start with
summer intern Kirsten's post 'Go Local.' For an urban California perspective, see also CGA TC
Natalie Wojinski's guest blog post 'On Olives and Strawberries.'

Second, be sure to check out the Alaska Explorer's Expedition Series. It promises to be a great series
about a unique environment. From the MWW blog:

Look for bloggers from the Alaska Explorers' Expedition Series in the coming months. A
partnership between Alaska Geographic and the Chugach National Forest, in collaboration
with National Geographic, the Explorers' Series offers an opportunity for young people in
Southcentral Alaska to share compelling stories about the unique environments where they
live.

CGA Regional Reports

Regional Coordinator Mary Miller reports on a May event in the Los Angeles
Region:
An enthusiastic group of Southern California teachers joined LA County Office
of Education Social Studies Specialist Michelle Herczog and CGA Los
Angeles Coordinator Mary Miller for the wrap-up of the County's Teaching
American History grant activities in Pasadena on May 16-17. The weekend

“ was packed full of engaging activities from Dr. Melanie Renfrew's guided tour
of the Eaton Canyon Nature Center and Professor Bill Selby's lecture on "Geography in Nature" to
wonderful make-and-take stations presented by Leland St. ES teacher Lynne Lords and an
introduction to Family Geography Night by Lynda Lemon-Rush of Cedargrove ES that had everyone
ready to sign their schools up.

Upcoming Events

K-1 Institute "A Child's Place in Time and Space"

4th Grade Institute "Colonizing California: Mission s to Ranchos"
June 23-26

CSU Dominguez Hills

The Dominguez Hills Region of CGA and the The California History-
Social Science Project at California State University, Long Beach/
Dominguez Hills will be co-sponsoring two summer institutes, at CSU
Dominguez Hills. An institute for K-1 teachers, titled "A Child's Place in
Time and Space", will take place from June 23 - June 26. Top-notch
teachers will demonstrate how to teach each of the five history and
geography standards for grades K&1. Participants will each receive an
instructional materials kit with model lessons, maps, primary source materials, and literature books.

An institute for Grade 4 teachers, titled "Colonizing California: Missions to Ranchos", will be held
from June 23 - June 26. A top-notch teacher will demonstrate how to Grade 4 History-Social
Science Standards, from the Spanish colonization through the Rancho period, integrating history
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with geography. Participants will each receive an instructional materials kit with model lessons,
maps, and primary source materials.

The registration fee for each institute is $100; two semester units are available for an additional $90
fee. Please contact Diane Hembacher at dhembacher@csudh.edu for a registration form.

California Landscapes Institute

June 27-July 3, 2009 -

University of San Diego, San Diego, CA

This institute is aimed at 4th grade teachers who will spend the week developing lesson plans to
accompany an updated CGA California atlas.

Advanced Leadership Institute

July 5-10, 2009

Lake Tahoe

This institute will focus on enhancing the leadership skills of our regional coordinators and other
teacher consultants while looking towards the future of the California Geographic Alliance. By
invitation only.

The UCLA History-Geography Project's  summer institutes, presented with the support of the
Geographic Alliance , are almost full, but to see some of the fine lessons produced by previous
participants in our "Places and Time" collaboration with the Automobile Club of Southern California
go to http://geographicliteracy.gseis.ucla.edu/. You can check on last minute summer opportunities
and arrange to be added to the e-mail list for future events by contacting Mary Miller at
mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu.

Places and Time: A Look at L.A. History and Geograp  hy

July 13-17, 2009

UCLA

Los Angeles, CA

"This institute for K-12 teachers is held in partnership with the Automobile Club of Southern
California. We will spend 5 days using the exceptional maps and photos of California housed in the
Auto Club Archives. Teachers will have an opportunity to develop lesson plans using material from
the archives and will receive a $350 stipend upon completion of a lesson. 3.5 UCLA Extension
credits are available for a fee."

Contact Mary Miller at the UCLA History Geography Project for more information.

310-206-9796 mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu

Global Connections: Trade, Technology, and Food--a program for World History Teachers
July 25; July 27-31 and August 3-6, 2009

UCLA

Los Angeles, CA

"This 2-week institute for World History teachers is being held in cooperation with the UCLA
International Institute and the Anderson School's CIBER program. Focusing on food and food
production, we will look at the broader themes of exploration and the impact of the resulting
contacts between Europe, Asia, the Near East, Southeast Asia and Latin America as well as the
effects of new agricultural products and technologies. Cost to attend is $100. UCLA Extension credit
is available for a fee and LAUSD salary points will also be available.

Contact Mary Miller at the UCLA History Geography Project for more information.

310-206-9796 mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu

Regional Coordinator's Contact Information

When you're looking for assistance, don't hesitate to contact your
regional coordinator. She can get you materials, help put on geography
workshops or assist you in setting up a family geography night and
much more!

Ann Henry, Bay Area and Northern California, abnhl@comcast.net
Rosaleen Zisch, Silicon Valley, ROZISCH@aol.com

Roni Jones, Sacramento, ronijjones@gmail.com

Veray Wickham, San Joaquin, vwickham@sjcoe.net

Mary Miller, Greater Los Angeles, mary_miller@earthlink.net

Diane Hembacher, Dominguez Hills, dhembacher@csudh.edu
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Emily Schell, San Diego, eschell@mail.sdsu.edu

California Geographic Alliance Office Manager
Mary Hackett cga@humboldt.edu

Geographic Connection Newsletter Coordinator
Natalie Wojinski natalie.wojinski@gmail.com
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