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California Virtual Museums 

Can't get away for a vacation 
or a field trip with your 
students? Try a virtual field trip 
right here in California!  
 
First up, visit the Sierra 
Nevada Virtual Museum to 
learn more about the natural 
and cultural history of this part 
of our state. Next, visit the 
Lake Arrowhead Virtual 
Museum. This site has great 
information about Lake 
Arrowhead as well as great 
links to vocabulary and 
wonderful geography and 
science questions to get you 
thinking! Finally, visit the 
Virtual Museum of Sutter's 
Fort. This museum includes 
student activities. 
 
Thanks to Roni Jones and 
Diane Burns for these great 
suggestions! Diane Burns is 
the creator of the Lake 
Arrowhead Virtual Museum 
  

Message from the Director 

 
Good News About the Environment 
 
The old saw that "elections have 
consequences" is proving true with 
environmental issues. In the first 100 
days, President Obama increased 
Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFÉ) 
standards to at least 35 miles per gallon 
by 2011.  They may also allow smog-
plagued California to adopt an even 
higher standard.  Obama calls the CAFE 
changes a "down payment" towards a new Green Economy. 
 
In March the President signed the Omnibus Public Land 
Management Act, designating more than two million acres of 
federal lands as part of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System, including parts of our Sierra Nevada and White 
Mountains.  The law also designates 86 new wild and scenic 
rivers. 
 
In April they reinstated the full requirements of the Endangered 
Species Act, and then agreed to try and overturn a Bush-era 
rule that allows mountaintop-mining waste to be dumped in or 
near streams.  More recently, The EPA issued a draft finding 
that declares greenhouse gasses a danger to public health and 
welfare under the Clean Air Act, which may lead to regulating 
these pollutants as we have done with lead, sulfur, and nitrous 
oxides. 
 
The United States recently agreed to recognize global warming 
as a supranational problem, and has committed to working with 
the international community to address it.  For starters, oil shale 
"research, development and demonstration" leases in the West 
along with more offshore drilling have both been put on hold 
pending more review.  For those who teach and care about the 
planet, the different approach to environmental issues is 
enormous. 

 
��������
Dr. Stephen Cunha�
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The Geography of Swine Flu 

You've seen the reports every day for the past three weeks. Swine flu is making 
its way around the world, but where do you go for good information on the 
epidemic and its geography? Fortunately, it's easy to find useful resources on 
the internet.  
 
Students need rational and factual information. Start with WHO's page on swine 
flu as well as CDC's page. Looking for a resource to encourage preventive 
hygiene? Check out CDC's "Put Your Hands Together" video on YouTube. This 

page has two good maps (one is on avian flu) when you scroll down. Several Google maps have 
been created to show the nearly real-time spread of the the disease. Conveniently, 
swineflumaps.com also provides...maps. Google Maps Mania also has links to user-created swine 
flu maps. Don't miss out on FluTracker and this video showing a computer model of influenza's 
spread. 
 
Larry Ferlazzo's blog "Websites of the Day" has great links on influenza here and here. 
 
If you're looking for historical perspectives on influenza, check out 1918.Pandemicflu and PBS's 
resources on the Influenza. Finally, John Barry, author of "The Great Influenza," recently posted his 
thoughts on his website. Barry provides an excellent explanation as to why it is important to be 
vigilant about this particular virus. 

Alliance Updates  

CGA TCs and student teachers from San Diego State University  
teamed up with Kappa Delta Pi on Saturday, April 4th for the 2nd 
Annual Literacy Alive! Reading Fair in Balboa Park . Children enjoyed 
storytelling, book explorations, art activities, and face painting. At 
several CGA-sponsored tables, young 
readers and their parents enjoyed mapping 
stories, identifying places in literature, 
taking the geo-quiz challenge, making 
Earth Day photo frames, and competing in 

puzzle map races. They also listened to geography-related stories and 
explored literature with geographic themes. It was a great day and great 
way to 
celebrate Geography and Literacy! 

 
photos: Top :SDSU Teacher Candidate Jen Guerrero engages two young readers in a geo-quiz 
challenge while her classmates look on. Right:  Stephanie Buttell-Maxin reads Throw Your 
Tooth on the Roof while readers identify the places from the story on their laminated maps. 
Left : SDSU Teacher Candidate Lindsay Gilbert plays globe toss with young readers at the 
Literacy Alive! Reading Fair. 
 
Thanks, Dr. Emily Schell for the article and photos! 
 
From the Inland Empire , TC Nikki Young's Geo Club students were an 

Earth Day hit at Beattie Middle School. Geo Club students ran a sign up challenge. Student 
participants were asked what they would promise to commit to and challenge themselves for 
conservation of both energy and water. When they could come up with 
a distinct way to conserve (playing outside instead of using the energy 
from the TV, unplug their hair dryer, iPod or phone charger, etc or only 
doing full loads of laundry, not using the toilet as a wastebasket, not 
using the hose as a toy, buy a reusable water bottle, etc...) they were 
allowed to sign the giant water drop or the lightbulb and received a 
piece of licorice (litter free reward).   
 

The Geo kids really made the students 
answer with a specific effort rather than just say they would "save 
water" or "turn off lights".  If they couldn't come up with a way, the club 
members offered 3 options and told them to choose one they thought 
they could do and pledge it to them.  The whole thing was really 
positive, and it was a fun day.  
 
photos: Above Right: students take the Earth Day conservation pledge. Above: Nikki Young (r) 
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and a student make their conservation pledges. 
Thanks Nikki Young for the article and photos! 
 
On May 4, teachers from a dozen Los Angeles  schools were introduced to "New Mapping 
Technologies for the History-Geography Classroom" by Professor Janice Reiff of the UCLA History 
Department .  Professor Reiff, who won a campus Distinguished Teaching Award this year, first 
showed us a number of intriguing maps that could be used to teach historical topics, then guided us 
in learning how to annotate Google maps, and finally introduced the HyperCities project-very cool-
check it out. 
 
Thanks, Mary Miller for the article! 

Frameworks Update 

The California Frameworks for Social Science is currently undergoing 
revision. Committee members are scheduled to wrap up their meetings 
early next month, then sometime before the end of the year draft copies of 
the document should be available for public viewing. The document will 
then go to the State Board of Education for adoption sometime in 2010. 
     "So far we've worked on new draft chapters including Assessment, 
Universal Access, and Instructional Support. We also discussed updates 
for Course Descriptions, Appendices, and CD-ROM Resources," said 

committee member Larry Osen in a recent email interview. 
    Committee members are not allowed to discuss the specifics of their discussions outside of the 
public Frameworks meetings, but they can discuss their thoughts about the process. 
     "I have learned so much about [the] journey of curriculum content....If I were to extract two key 
points that teachers need to know, I would select the following: Teachers drive this process and 
geography MUST have legislative support!" said committee member Brian McCabe in an email 
interview. 
     Both Osen and McCabe encourage CGA members to continue to advocate for greater inclusion 
of geography in their schools and districts.  

 

 
Legislative Update : 
There is still time to encourage your representative to support the Teaching Geography is 
Fundamental Act (TGIF). To date we have just five California representatives signed on as co-
sponsors of the bill. HR 1240 currently has 70 bi-partisan co-sponsors. Send a quick email to your 
representative today to encourage them to get on board! 
  
How do you contact your legislator? Use this easy link from the My Wonderful World website. You 
can customize the letter to specifically mention HR 1240 and how funding for geographic education 
will help your community. Remember that emails are one of the most effective ways to let your 
lawmakers know your views!    
 
 

Upcoming Event 

 
K-1 Institute "A Child's Place in Time and Space"  
4th Grade Institute "Colonizing California: Mission s to Ranchos"  
June 23-26 
CSU Dominguez Hills 
The Dominguez Hills Region of CGA and the The California History-
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Social Science Project at California State University, Long Beach/ Dominguez Hills will be co-
sponsoring two summer institutes, at CSU Dominguez Hills.  An institute for K-1 teachers, titled "A 
Child's Place in Time and Space", will take place from June 23 - June 26.  Top-notch teachers will 
demonstrate how to teach each of the five history and geography standards for grades K&1. 
Participants will each receive an instructional materials kit with model lessons, maps, primary 
source materials, and literature books.   
  
An institute for Grade 4 teachers, titled "Colonizing California:  Missions to Ranchos", will be held 
from June 23 - June 26.  A top-notch teacher will demonstrate how to Grade 4 History-Social 
Science Standards, from the Spanish colonization through the Rancho period, integrating history 
with geography. Participants will each receive an instructional materials kit with model lessons, 
maps, and primary source materials.   
  
The registration fee for each institute is $100; two semester units are available for an additional $90 
fee.  Please contact Diane Hembacher at dhembacher@csudh.edu for a registration form. 
 
3rd-4th Grade Institute   

June 27-July 3, 2009 - Still Open! 
University of San Diego, San Diego, CA 
This institute is aimed at 4th grade teachers who will spend the week developing lesson plans to 
accompany an updated CGA California atlas. A recommendation from your regional coordinator is 
required. There are still openings in this exciting workshop which includes a $500 stipend. You must 
be teaching 4th grade next year to be considered. Access the CGA website here for an application.  
 
 
Advanced Leadership Institute   
July 5-10, 2009 
Lake Tahoe 
This institute will focus on enhancing the leadership skills of our regional coordinators and other 
teacher consultants while looking towards the future of the California Geographic Alliance. By 
invitation only. 
 
Places and Time: A Look at L.A. History and Geograp hy  
July 13-17, 2009 
UCLA 
Los Angeles, CA 
"This institute for K-12 teachers is held in partnership with the Automobile Club of Southern 
California. We will spend 5 days using the exceptional maps and photos of California housed in the 
Auto Club Archives. Teachers will have an opportunity to develop lesson plans using material from 
the archives and will receive a $350 stipend upon completion of a lesson. 3.5 UCLA Extension 
credits are available for a fee." 
Contact Mary Miller at the UCLA History Geography Project for more information. 
310-206-9796  mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu 
 
Global Connections: Trade, Technology, and Food--a program for World History Teachers  
July 25; July 27-31 and August 3-6, 2009 
UCLA 
Los Angeles, CA 
"This 2-week institute for World History teachers is being held in cooperation with the UCLA 
International Institute and the Anderson School's CIBER program. Focusing on food and food 
production, we will look at the broader themes of exploration and the impact of the resulting 
contacts between Europe, Asia, the Near East, Southeast Asia and Latin America as well as the 
effects of new agricultural products and technologies. Cost to attend is $100. UCLA Extension credit 
is available for a fee and LAUSD salary points will also be available. 
Contact Mary Miller at the UCLA History Geography Project for more information. 
310-206-9796  mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu 

Regional Coordinators Contact Information 

 
When you're looking for assistance, don't hesitate to contact your regional 
coordinator. She can get you materials, help put on geography workshops 
or assist you in setting up a family geography night and much more! 
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Ann Henry, Bay Area and Northern California, abnh1@comcast.net 
Rosaleen Zisch, Silicon Valley, ROZISCH@aol.com 
Roni Jones, Sacramento, ronijjones@gmail.com 
Veray Wickham, San Joaquin, vwickham@sjcoe.net 
Mary Miller, Greater Los Angeles, mary_miller@earthlink.net 
Diane Hembacher, Dominguez Hills, dhembacher@csudh.edu 
Emily Schell, San Diego, eschell@mail.sdsu.edu 

California Geographic Alliance Office Manager  
Mary Hackett cga@humboldt.edu 
Geographic Connection Newsletter Coordinator  
Natalie Wojinski natalie.wojinski@gmail.com 
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