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Hot Link #1 

Classpress.net has daily 
newsfeeds for a variety of 
subject areas, but they've just 
left beta and have a terrific 
line-up of geography news. 
Check out their feeds for 
Physical Geography, Human 
Geography, GIS and Spatial 
Analysis, and  Economic and 
Political Geography.  

Hot Links #2 

 
Looking for a cool virtual field 
trip? Check out Africam.com! 
This site has live cameras 
stationed in Africa.  
  

Quick Links

CGA Website 
National Geographic Website 
Xpeditions Atlas 

Coming Soon! 

 
May:  
Virtual Tours of California 
Frameworks Update 
 
June : 

Message from the Director 

 
Fullerton 7th Grader wins State 
Geographic Bee  
 
The questions at Friday's state qualifier for 
the National Geographic Bee made queries 
like "What is the capital of North Dakota?" 
seem ridiculously easy.  Case in point - the 
final question of the championship round: 
"The largest city in Siberia, with 
approximately 1.4 million people, is located 
on the Trans-Siberian Railway. Name this 
city."  Give up? The answer is Novosibirsk. 
 
----  Niesha Lofing, Sacramento Bee (4/4/09) 
     
The California Bee begins each fall when schools register with 
the National Geographic Society 
(www.nationalgeographic.com/geographybee/).  After 
progressing through classroom bees, 4th through 8th graders 
compete in their school final.  Each school winner then takes a 
written exam.  The students with the top 100 scores from 
throughout California are then invited to Sacramento for the 
state competition.  The state prelims consist of eight rounds and 
enough tiebreakers to determine the top 10 finalists.  It then 
usually takes up to 30 more rounds to decide the state 
champion.  
  
Now in its 20th year, the bee is designed to boost geographical 
knowledge among young people in the United States, and to 
make learning geography fun.  
 
Nezar Jamal, 11, of Carmichael, placed 14th during the state 
tiebreaker round. The sixth-grader spent his spring break 
studying atlases and poring over study guides. "It's interesting, 
and you learn a lot of stuff about world affairs," he said. 
 

After a heated championship round, 
seventh-grader Samuel Bressler 
emerged as state champion.  He 
and one teacher now head to 
Washington, D. C. for the national 
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Making Summer Plans 
  

finals and a chance to win a $25,000 college scholarship.   
 
We wish them well, and look forward to your school competing 
next year!  The Society provides everything you need to host 
classroom and school bees. 
 

�������  

For more about the Geographic Bee, click here. 
 
Photo above: Bee winner, Samuel Bressler gets a hug from his 
dad. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Bee. 

Teaching Geography is Fundamental (S727)  

CGA is very excited to announce that the Teaching Geography Is 
Fundamental (TGIF) legislation has been introduced in the US Senate 
at Senate Bill 727 by Senator Thad Cochran from Mississippi. Currently 
this bill has 24 co-sponsors but none of them are from California.  The 
future of geography education is in your hands.  A coordinated letter 
writing campaign to the offices of Senators Barbara Boxer and Diane 
Feinstein will motivate them to sign on as co-sponsors for this important 

legislation. 
 
Please visit each of the Senator's websites and submit an email asking them to sign on as a co-
sponsor for the bill.  Be sure to include your name, mailing address and email address.  The subject 
line should be "Senate Bill 727 Geography Education."  In a paragraph explain in your own words 
why geography education is important to the future success of your students and how this 
legislation will have a positive impact on your ability to teach more geography. 
 
http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/ 
http://boxer.senate.gov/ 
 
Click on the links above and then the "Contact" link on the home page.  Your immediate action is 
very important because multiple emails about the same topic in a two week time period have a 
much greater impact than individual emails over a longer time. 
 
ALSO,  
We still need co-sponsors in the House of Representatives. To date, these are the only California 
representatives who have signed on in support TGIF: 
 
Susan Davis (D-San Diego) 
Mike Honda (D-Santa Clara) 
Mike Thompson (D-Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Sonoma, Napa) 
 
We need your help to contact every representative in California. To find your representative, click 
here, enter your zip code on the left, then visit your representative's website. Though each 
congressman has a different website, they all have a link to send an email somewhere in the upper 
third of their home page. Some, such as Mike Thompson, have an email link while others require 
you to click the contact button. 
  

Celebrate Earth Day! 

 
Earth Day 2009 is only days away. What are you doing to celebrate? Here are just 
a few ideas and links to get you and your class involved in the 39th Annual Earth 
Day celebrations. 
 
If you have lower elementary students, here's a great page with a history of Earth 
day. If you click on the 'read' button, the paragraph will be read. Dondero School in 
New Hampshire has had their second graders create logos and posters to share 
their knowledge about Earth Day. 
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If you're looking for an Earth Day celebration to check out, Regional Coordinator Veray Wickham 
suggests "Earth Day Festival Stockton 2009." There are dozens of activities for Earth fans of all 
ages. Get there early! More than 5,000 people are expected to attend. 
 
Silicon Valley Regional Coordinator Roz Zisch reminded us of two classic books that are great for 
Earth Day. The first is "A River Ran Wild" by Lynne Cherry and the second is "Mother Earth Father 
Sky: Poems of Our Planet" collected by Jane Yolen. 

 

 
This Month: Resources for Educators at My Wonderful  World  
 
My Wonderful World.org has a plethora of teacher resources that are just ripe for the picking. First 
off, just for fun, check out the great desktop backgrounds they have available. Next, check out the 
Global Schools Checklist. Is your school ready and able to take students into the 21st Century? 
Okay, maybe in these days of shrinking budgets you're not at the forefront with resources, but what 
can you do? Check out the Top 10 Ways to Give Students the World with the resources you DO 
have! Finally, check out the entire Educators Action Kit with these ideas and more. 
  

Regional Updates  

Inland Empire: San Bernardino Area  
Students learned that Geography is Everywhere at the 9th Annual 
Family Geography Night at Cram Elementary.  Almonst 200 students, 
parents, siblings, grandparents, and relatives joined in the fun with 
over a dozen geography activities organized by the school's teaching 
staff.  Sponsor Michael Stoffel of Century 21 Showcase donated door 
prizes of atlases, globes, books, and games for the annual event. 
 Stoffel has sponsored the event since its inception saying, "I enjoy 
sponsoring this program.  It's clearly a fun evening for the kids and 

their families." 
 
Jorge Alvarado helped his son Daniel Alvarado and his nephew Alek Alvarado in making their very 
own Mini Books of Landforms.  For one page, they created a green island from green paper on a 
blue background, and then created a mirror image of the landform with a blue lake from blue paper 
on a green background. 
 
Jeremy Blanche focused on the electronic games, spending most of his time outsmarting the talking 
globes.  Second grader Isabel Martinez worked with her younger sister, Kindergartener Mia on 
making an earth poem mobile. 
 
Young Bridget McNamara worked on the challenging U.S. relief map using pebbles for mountain 
ranges, sand for international borders, grass for the plains, and blue coloring for the rivers and 
oceans.  Ann Hargrove worked with her second grade daughter, Lainey, to match North American 
dinosaurs to their correct locations on the map. 
 
Three generations of the Scray's worked the room moving from station to station trying to do as 
many of the hands-on activities as the night would allow.  Grandmother Beverley, Dad Tom, and 
Daughter Rhiannon walked away with armloads of geography items by the end of the evening. 
 
Sponsored by the National Geographic Society and the California Geographic Alliance, each family 
received a wall map and an activity to follow places in the news in the coming weeks. 
Thanks to Dr. Jenny Zorn, Professor of Geography, CSU San Bernardino for this article and photo! 

Page 3 of 5HSU Webmail: mbh14@humboldt.edu

4/14/2009https://webmail.humboldt.edu/zimbra/



 2009 California Geographic Bee  

 More than 400 people gathered at the Consumnes River 
College April 3 to watch the fourth through eighth grade 
students battle it out to represent California in the National 
Geographic Bee in May. Competition was particularly fierce in 
2009 as 19 students had perfect scored in the preliminary 
rounds, then ten semifinal rounds. Those questions were 
followed by 17 Final Rounds. 
The top two were determined 
after an amazing three sets 
of Championship questions 
followed by TWO tiebreaker 
rounds.  

 
Bressler earned $100 plus an atlas to go along with his all-
expense paid trip to Washington DC to represent California in 
the National Geographic Bee. 
  
 
Photo at right: Top winners Thomas Tobin (3rd place), P.F. Maxwell Bork (2nd place) and Samuel Bressler (1st place) receive 
their awards from Bee Director Dr. Stephen Cunha. 
 
Photo at top: California Geographic Bee winner Samuel Bressler receives congratulations from Bee Director Dr. Stephen 

Cunha. 
 
photos by: California Geographic Alliance 

Upcoming Events 

New Mapping Technology  
May 4, 2009 
UCLA, Los Angeles, CA 
This is a special workshop for teachers. 
for more information contact Mary Miller, UCLA History Geography Project for 
more information 310-206-9796  mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu. The UCLA campus 
will be holding a session on "New Mapping Technology in the History-
Geography Classroom" with Dr. Janice Reiff of the UCLA History 
Department.  Dr. Reiff, who has written a book on using technology in history 
for the American Historical Association, will introduce the Hypercities project 

and show readily useable ways to annotate Google maps. 
 
3rd-4th Grade Institute  
June 26-July 3, 2009 
University of San Diego, San Diego, CA 
This institute is primarily aimed at 4th grade teachers who will spend the week developing lesson 
plans to accompany an updated CGA California atlas. A recommendation from your regional 
coordinator is required.  
 
Advanced Leadership Institute  
July 5-10, 2009 
Lake Tahoe 
This institute will focus on enhancing the leadership skills of our regional coordinators and other 
teacher consultants while looking towards the future of the California Geographic Alliance. By 
invitation only. 
 
Places and Time: A Look at L.A. History and Geograp hy  
July 13-17, 2009 
UCLA 
Los Angeles, CA 
"This institute for K-12 teachers is held in partnership with the Automobile Club of Southern 
California. We will spend 5 days using the exceptional maps and photos of California housed in the 
Auto Club Archives. Teachers will have an opportunity to develop lesson plans using material from 
the archives and will receive a $350 stipend upon completion of a lesson. 3.5 UCLA Extension 
credits are available for a fee." 
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Contact Mary Miller at the UCLA History Geography Project for more information. 
310-206-9796  mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu 
 
Global Connections: Trade, Technology, and Food--a program for World History Teachers  
July 25; July 27-31 and August 3-6, 2009 
UCLA 
Los Angeles, CA 
"This 2-week institute for World History teachers is being held in cooperation with the UCLA 
International Institute and the Anderson School's CIBER program. Focusing on food and food 
production, we will look at the broader themes of exploration and the impact of the resulting 
contacts between Europe, Asia, the Near East, Southeast Asia and Latin America as well as the 
effects of new agricultural products and technologies. Cost to attend is $100. UCLA Extension credit 
is available for a fee and LAUSD salary points will also be available. 
Contact Mary Miller at the UCLA History Geography Project for more information. 
310-206-9796  mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu

Regional Coordinators Contact Information 

When you're looking for assistance, don't hesitate to contact your regional 
coordinator. She can get you materials, help put on geography workshops or 
assist you in setting up a family geography night and much more! 
 
Ann Henry, Bay Area and Northern California, abnh1@comcast.net 
Rosaleen Zisch, Silicon Valley, ROZISCH@aol.com 
Roni Jones, Sacramento, ronijjones@gmail.com 
Veray Wickham, San Joaquin, vwickham@sjcoe.net 
Mary Miller, Greater Los Angeles, mary_miller@earthlink.net 
Diane Hembacher, Dominguez Hills, dhembacher@csudh.edu 

Emily Schell, San Diego, eschell@mail.sdsu.edu 
  

California Geographic Alliance Office Manager  
Mary Hackett  cga@humboldt.edu 
Geographic Connection Newsletter Coordinator  
Natalie Wojinski natalie.wojinski@gmail.com 
  
answer to winning Geographic Bee question: Novosibirsk 
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