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In Memorium:
Gail Hobbs

Gail
Hobbs, a Professor of
Geography at Los Angeles
Pierce College, and a former
CGA-South Coordinator,
passed away on February 8,
2009, after a brief battle with
cancer.

She earned a bachelor's
degree in education from
Concordia Teachers College
in River Forest (IL), and a
master's degree in
geography from UCLA. Upon
joining the faculty at Pierce in
1985, she quickly became a
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Message from the Director

| want to make a very special request of
you.

I need your help convincing Congress
and the President that geography
education is important. Did you know
that Geography is the ONLY required
subject that does not receive any
dedicated federal funding under No
Child Left Behind? Not one dime. Yet,
every other required subject receives
support.

To help solve this crisis, I, along with two other Alliance
Coordinators, will fly to Washington, DC at the end of the
month to meet with our Senators and Congressional
Representatives to urge them to support a bill-called the
Teaching Geography is Fundamental Act-that would authorize
$15 million annually for teacher-training and materials in
geographic education.

| urge you to join me in a chorus of support for action by
Congress. You don't have to go to DC to help. You can send
an email to President Obama, Vice President Biden, and our
federal delegates directly from a Web site set up by National
Geographic. Since 2006, the Web site has generated more
than 11,000 letters to Congress. Here's what to do:

1. Visit MyWonderfulWorld.org

2. On the Web site's left-hand index, select the link to "Notify
Your Lawmakers"

3. When prompted, just enter your Zip Code and the Web site
will walk you through the rest!

(Please customize your email by noting how long you have
been teaching, why geography is important to you, and how
workshops and institutes have helped you and your students,
etc.)
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strong and effective voice for
geography education in our
state and the nation.

Gail was a pioneering
community college GIS
instructor, and served as the
President of the National
Council for Geographic
Education in 1999. She was
preparing to host the
California Geographical
Society's 63rd Annual
Meeting this coming May.
From 1987 - 1997, she was
an impassioned and effective
CGA Co-coordinator for
Southern California.

Galil's parents and two sons
survive her, along with
countless students and
colleagues whose lives were
enriched by their association
with her. She was 62 years
old.

photo by Gail Hobbs
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It's just one email and it's easy to do. If you take a few
moments to write today, then by the time we visit the Hill on
February 26 our Members of Congress will know that we are
speaking for a large and accomplished group of teachers who
are making a difference here in the state and who need their
support.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to help us put
geography "back on the map" with federal support. | am proud
to represent the Alliance to our state leaders and | am hopeful
that we can correct the troubling oversight that leaves
Geography alone without funding.

Please feel free to forward this message to others as well.

Thank You!

Geography and Generation 'G'

S .~ Editor's Note: Daniel Edelson's
, fl - article emphasizes the point that our
I \ country faces a great need for
- geography education. This article
originally appeared in Education
Week on January 23, 2009.

Restoring geographic education in
the K-12 curriculum is necessary in order to prepare the
current generation of students for a more globalized culture,
says Daniel C. Edelson.

Read entire article here.
Daniel Edelson is the vice president for Education Programs at

National Geographic Society and Executive Director of the
NGS Education Foundation.

CGA will have a strong presence at CCSS in Ontario next month. In addition
to having a booth in the exhibitor's hall, we will also sponsor our annual
luncheon on Saturday featuring Director Stephen Cunha, who will present
"CGA on location: Great Wall across the Yangtze" The event will be held from
12-1 on Saturday. Tickets for this event are sold on site for $15 each.

We are also sponsoring these great sessions:
Newspapers - A tool for Integrating Geographic and Historical Thinking
The Allure of Chocolate : Geographic Samplings of a World Treat
Literature and Maps : Explore Paul Revere's Ride!
The Sandal, The Slipper and Bare Feet
The Map and Me!
Come Fly with Me
Geographic Features of California
Transportation and Games Over Time
Family Matters: Exploring our Past to Understand our Future
GeoBites: Tasty Nuggets of Geographic Goodness
An Amazing Race: Engaging Students in Geography
Look at the Neighborhood to Understand the World
Developing Geographic Vocabulary Through Children's
Kinesthetic Geography

Literature
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The Geography of California: CGA Atlas Project

by TC Joan Bray
This past Fall, Regional Coordinators Roni Jones and Emily Schell, and TCs
) Stephanie Buxtell-Maxim, Mimi Coughlin, Lynn Jones, and Joan Bray began
\t,,:)' work on CGAs new vision of a California Atlas that will become an essential
=~ M5 | tool for fourth grade students, as well as their teachers. The TC team will
== “H work closely with Mary Beth Cunha and other cartographers to make sure the
maps communicate the concepts that were considered important, in order for fourth grade
students to master the important geography skills contained in the 4th grade HSS standards.
The goal of the team was to take the theme of the 4th grade standards, "A Changing State", and
develop an atlas that will show students the growth and development in California as determined
by the standards. The atlas will concentrate its organization and design on the concepts of "past
and present” so that students will be able to gain a historical perspective while at the same time
understanding the modern day state in which they live.
Additionally, it is important to have the atlas rely on geography skills of all kinds. Maps will not be
the only tools provided to teachers and students in the atlas; tools such as graphs, charts,
timelines and images will be included along with maps to help support and scaffold learning for
all students.
The TC team spent a lot of time discussing these ideas and coming to an agreement that the
atlas would best serve students and teachers if it was presented thematically, not
chronologically. The hope is to have students connect ideas from several time periods, rather
than working in isolation with each standard.
At this point, members of the TC team will meet with Mary Beth Cunha to discuss ideas, and get
her perspective and professional opinion as a cartographer, as to what will or will not work in an
atlas.
The atlas will be ready, in its early stages, to present to fourth grade teachers at the CGA
Summer Institute in San Diego. At that time teachers will work on lessons plans that would work
side by side with the atlas.

Geographic Bee Updates

Silicon Valley Regional Coordinator Roz Zisch reports the Cupertino area
A Geographic Bee was a resounding with more than 1,000 in

attendance at the finals! The last student standing was
Aditya Gande (pictured at right with Roz).

The winners of all School Bees are eligible to take the qualifying exam
for the state finals. Nearly 100 of California's top students of geography
wiIIJI C(])rrnpete in those finals in May.

- ‘r §
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(one section of the crowd at the Cupertino Geographic Bee)

Bay Area Region :

During the week of the Geographic Bee Finals at Rooftop Alternative K-8 in San Francisco, the
Student Council sponsored a Spirit Week during which the students were asked to wear shirts
that showed a place that could be found on a map! Each day required a different focus: from
San Francisco on Monday to California, USA, World, and on Friday a favorite sports team.
These 6th graders (below) show off in front of a world map! from Ann Henry
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photos courtesy of Regional Coordinators Roz Zisch and Ann Henry

CGA Around the State

GeoFest: Dozens of Bay Area teachers gathered at Rooftop Elementary February 7 for
GeoFest, a full day teacher workshop put together by the CGA-Bay Area team. Dr. Stephen
Cunha set the mood for the day with an inspiring talk about the importance of geography
education in the modern world. Teachers then attended breakout sessions of their choice on
topics ranging from neighborhoods to chocolate to using technology in the classroom.

GeoFest teachers made California cookies to illustrate the state's diverse landforms

TC Dan Gelfand works with teachers on landform books during the
Family Geography session at GeoFest

photos by TC Catherine Siemens
This Month at MyWonderfulWorld.org

(My Wonderful World.org

A National Geographic-led campaign

As you know My Wonderful World (MWW) is a National Geographic Society -LED initiative to
promote awareness of geography. This month, we'll look at some of the partners in the program.
Smithsonian Education _ offers great links to continent-specific resources in their online
collection. Another partner, the World Affairs Councils of America , offers the WorldQuest
competition for high school students and community partners. If you've ever wanted to travel to
exotic destinations in style, MWW partner Lindblad Travel has everything you need. The Asia
Society has a great page for teachers that features lesson plans and background essays.
Check out all of the MWW partners at the bottom of the MWW homepage!
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Upcoming Events

3rd-4th Grade Institute
June 26-July 3, 2009
University of San Diego
San Diego, CA

more information to come

Advanced Leadership Institute
July 5-10, 2009
Lake Tahoe
Lake Tahoe, CA
more information to come

California Council for the Social Studies - Register now! www.ccss.org
March 6-8

Ontario Convention Center

Ontario, CA

Come see our booth and don't miss geography sessions led by our Teacher Consultants

Regional Coordinators Contact Information

When you're looking for assistance, don't hesitate to contact your regional coordinator. She can
get you materials, help put on geography workshops or assist you in setting up a family
geography night and much more!

Ann Henry, Bay Area and Northern California, abnhl@comcast.net
Rosaleen Zisch, Silicon Valley, ROZISCH@aol.com

Roni Jones, Sacramento, ronijjones@gmail.com

Veray Wickham, San Joaquin, vwickham@sjcoe.net

Mary Miller, Greater Los Angeles, mary_miller@earthlink.net

Diane Hembacher, Dominguez Hills, dhembacher@csudh.edu
Emily Schell, San Diego, eschell@mail.sdsu.edu

California Geographic Alliance Office Manager
Mary Hackett cga@humboldt.edu

Geographic Connection Newsletter Coordinator
Natalie Wojinski natalie.wojinski@gmail.com
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