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Website of the Month

Add an international flair to
your current events
discussions with the
Newseum's "Today's Front
Pages" page. Click on a
continental/regional link to see
the dots showing the
international front pages
available. The Newseum
shows the story of journalism
and is located in Washington,
DC. They have extensive
online resources available to
the public.

Thanks to Diane Hembacher
for this great website tip!

Do you have a great
geography website to share?
Send your ideas to Natalie
Wojinski to be included in a
future issue of Geographic
Connection.

https://webmail.humboldt.edu/zimb
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Message from the Director

Please support TGIF: the Teaching
Geography is Fundamental Act!

The bill dedicates federal funding for
geography education to improve student
achievement, increase teacher training, and
develop effective instructional strategies. It
rectifies an omission in the original No Child
Left Behind law that designated geography
as one of nine-core academic subjects, but
left it as the only one without dedicated federal funding.

In the prior 110th Congress, 25 senators and over 100
representatives co-sponsored TGIF. In February the bill was
introduced in our current 111th Congress. A matching Senate
bill is pending. This truly bipartisan effort will change the
calculus of geography education in America.

Please write our senators and your congressional
representative. The most effective way to reach their websites
is via Google. Under "contact” click email and then select
education from the pull-down menu. Edit the following sample
letter for gender, and submit. Know that only six email or phone
contacts per district will draw their attention.

Dear Congressman/woman ,

| wanted to let you know that the Teaching Geography is
Fundamental Act (HR 1240) was introduced by the following
bipartisan co-sponsors: Rep. Van Hollen (MD), Rep. Blunt
(MO), Rep. Walz (MN), and Rep. Ehlers (MI).

Other co-sponsors include Reps. Berkley, Boozman, Bordallo,
Braley, Capuano, Childers, Cleaver, Doggett, Ellison, Ellsworth,
Grijalva, Hinojosa, Larson, Mitchell, Moran, Norton, Pierluisi,
Snyder, Davis, Sutton, Wexler, and Wu.

| know that Congressman/woman is
very concerned about education and the achievement of
students in his/her district. Please support educational reform
by co-sponsoring HR1240; Teaching Geography is
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Job Opening

The University of Redlands has
open a tenure-track position in
Teacher Education with an
emphasis in Geography or
Geospatial Applications. Click
here for more information.

https://webmail.humboldt.edu/zimb
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Fundamental Act.

Thank you

UPDATE: As of press time, there were 65 co-sponsors for HR
1240. These include Rep. Susan Davis (district 53), Rep.
Michael Honda (district 15), and Rep. Mike Thompson (district
1) from California!

CGA @ CCSS Roundup

California Geographic Alliance Teacher Consultants offered
nearly 15 sessions at CCSS in Ontario, CA. Topics ranged from
Kinesthetic Geography to Chocolate to using Newspapers to
Teach Geography. The wildly popular session "Amazing Race*"
from TCs Joan Bray, Stephanie Buxtell-Maxim and Regional
Coordinator Emily Schell packed in so many participants that
they were sitting in the floor and crowding in at the door!

Teachers work on a game during "Transportation and Games
over Time."

TCs Emily Schell and Joan Bray lead the discussion during the
"An Amazing Race" session.

r eyes and recall their first memories of
chocolate during "The Allure of Chocolate" with TCs Michele
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Cogley and Catherine Siemens.

TC Cynthia Vaughn (left) leads participants in an activity during
"Kinesthetic Geography." TC Michele Cogley (middle) assists.

Our annual CGA luncheon was filled with great company, fun,
food and an inspiring presentation by Emily Schell about her
experiences traveling in China. Plan to attend next year's CGA
lunch in Pasadena. More than 150 new members joined the
California Geographic Alliance during CCSS - we welcome all of
you!

*click on the underlined lesson name to go to the complete
lesson plan at the CGA website.

CGA Booth @ CCSS: A Successful First

The California Geographic Alliance made its booth debut at the 2009 CCSS
Conference in Ontario. The booth featured two counter height tables chock
full of geographic goodness.

Two computers allowed conference attendees to sign up on the spot for the
My Wonderful World program (shown at left). A third computer ran a series
of film clips from the series "Strange Days on Planet Earth." CGA was
fortunate to have copies of the clips on DVD (with lesson plans) to give to
interested teachers. If you're interested in getting a i

copy of the DVD clips, contact your regional coordinator for more information.

The booth was busy both Friday and Saturday with hardly a minute to rest.
Regional coordinators, Rosaleen Zisch and Mary Miller (right) managed to
get a quick break during lull in the action.

Finally, teachers who visited the booth were able to sign up for California-
themed prizes in drawings held at the booth throughout the weekend. Lucky
winners took home My Wonderful World t-shirts (pictured on the wall above and at rlght) geography
books and atlases, boxes of See's chocolate and delicious California wine (shown on the table
below).

Of course, the main goal at the booth was to inform people about the
California Geographic Alliance and the work we do. Dozens of teachers joined
us over the weekend to learn how to infuse their curriculum with geographic
principles.

Regional Updates

- =+ LOS Angeles Region

‘ 8  On February 21-22, the CGA collaborated with the LA County Office of

. Education on Part 1 of "Where in the World Is Geography Education in the

Elementary Classroom?" with 16 enthusiastic teachers attending. They heard
a lecture on "What Is Geography?" by Professor Bill Selby of Santa Monica
College, learned about integrating geography into language arts and history
programs from Dr. Rhoda Coleman of CSULB, and looked at the local
neighborhood and participated in activities with Mary Miller, the Los Angeles CGA Coordinator.
Another lively weekend is planned for May 16-17 with an environmental focus, including a nature
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walk at the Eaton Canyon Nature Center, and make-and-take and family geography sessions.
Contact Barbara Dotan at 562-922-8954 or Dotan_Barbara@lacoe.edu for information on attending.

SF Bay Area Region

SF State Credential and Masters' candidates were inserviced in February by Bay Area TCs Ann
Henry and Cynthia Vaughn who presented the tried and true favorite lessons of Goop to
Landforms*, Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt, and Mental Mapping. Looking at the Distribution of
Presidential Birthplaces*, the students learned how to create a choropleth map. The workshops
were received with great enthusiasm---"best ever"!! Most of the

students are student teaching and promised they would be bringing

Geography into their classrooms the very next day! At right, SF State

Credential students work on their Goop landforms.

Thanks to Regional Coordinators Mary Miller and Ann Henry for these updates.
*click the underlined lesson name for the complete lesson at the CGA website.

This Month: Networking with My Wonderful World

You're probably wondering how you can stay up to date with the latest from the My Wonderful
World team. It's really pretty easy because they are spreading the geographic word everywhere! In
addition to visiting MyWonderfulWorld.org, check out these three great ways to get more

geography:

1. Visit the blog! Sarah, Cameron and Chris do an excellent job keeping you up to date on
geography and geography connections in the news. There's also a great regular feature "Five for
Friday" that gives you five great pieces of geographic goodness. Don't forget to subscribe to the
blog so you don't miss the latest news.

2. Are you on Facebook? Follow the My Wonderful World updates there. Just search for My
Wonderful World and become a fan.

3. Visit the My Wonderful World YouTube Channel! There are several excellent Public Service
Announcements and other short clips from the NatGeo Channel and NatGeo World Music. Here's a
great clip on world signs you might not have seen.

Upcoming Events

New Mapping Technology

May 4, 2009

UCLA, Los Angeles, CA

This is a special workshop for teachers. The UCLA campus will
be holding a session on "New Mapping Technology in the
History-Geography Classroom" with Dr. Janice Reiff of the UCLA
History Department. Dr. Reiff, who has written a book on using
technology in history for the American Historical Association, will
introduce the Hypercities project and show readily useable ways
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to annotate Google maps. For more information contact Mary Miller, UCLA History Geography
Project 310-206-9796 mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu

3rd-4th Grade Institute

June 26-July 3, 2009

University of San Diego

San Diego, CA

This institute is primarily aimed at 4th grade teachers who will spend the week developing lesson
plans to accompany an updated CGA California atlas. A recommendation from your regional
coordinator is required.

Advanced Leadership Institute

July 5-10, 2009

Lake Tahoe

Lake Tahoe, CA

This institute will focus on enhancing the leadership skills of our regional coordinators and other
teacher consultants while looking towards the future of the California Geographic Alliance. By
invitation only.

Places and Time: A Look at L.A. History and Geograp  hy

July 13-17, 2009

UCLA

Los Angeles, CA

"This institute for K-12 teachers is held in partnership with the Automobile Club of Southern
California. We will spend 5 days using the exceptional maps and photos of California housed in the
Auto Club Archives. Teachers will have an opportunity to develop lesson plans using material from
the archives and will receive a $350 stipend upon completion of a lesson.

3.5 UCLA Extension credits are available for a fee."

Contact Mary Miller at the UCLA History Geography Project for more information.

310-206-9796 mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu

Global Connections: Trade, Technology, and Food--a program for World History Teachers
July 25; July 27-31 and August 3-6, 2009

UCLA

Los Angeles, CA

"This 2-week institute for World History teachers is being held in cooperation with the UCLA
International Institute and the Anderson School's CIBER program. Focusing on food and food
production, we will look at the broader themes of exploration and the impact of the resulting
contacts between Europe, Asia, the Near East, Southeast Asia and Latin America as well as the
effects of new agricultural products and technologies. Cost to attend is $100. UCLA Extension credit
is available for a fee and LAUSD salary points will also be available.

Contact Mary Miller at the UCLA History Geography Project for more information.

310-206-9796 mmiller@gseis.ucla.edu

Regional Coordinators Contact Information

When you're looking for assistance, don't hesitate to contact your regional coordinator. She can get
you materials, help put on geography workshops or assist you in setting up a family geography
night and much more!

Ann Henry, Bay Area and Northern California, abnhl@comcast.net
Rosaleen Zisch, Silicon Valley, ROZISCH@aol.com

Roni Jones, Sacramento, ronijjones@gmail.com

Veray Wickham, San Joaquin, vwickham@sjcoe.net

Mary Miller, Greater Los Angeles, mary miller@earthlink.net

Diane Hembacher, Dominguez Hills, dhembacher@csudh.edu
Emily Schell, San Diego, eschell@mail.sdsu.edu

California Geographic Alliance Office Manager
Mary Hackett cga@humboldt.edu
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Geographic Connection Newsletter Coordinator
Natalie Wojinski natalie.wojinski@gmail.com
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