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student comment I received in NAS 104 during Spring 2020: “make [the course] less than a propaganda 
class.” I find the use of the term propaganda here particularly troubling, but unfortunately, not 
particularly surprising. The reference to Native American perspectives and fights for justice in a settler 
state are often relegated to “propaganda” as a means to delegitimize critiques of settler colonial 
narratives of history and conquest. To be clear, this course employs peer-reviewed readings written by 
renowned Indigenous scholars and lectures are based on up-to-date research and presents factual 
information about Native American experiences in United States history. This comment speaks to the 
hidden difficulties of exposing students to the historical inaccuracies presented to them about Native 
peoples as it often elicits reluctance to accept accurate information and emotional responses (often 
denial/anger) that are frequently directed at the Professor.  

NAS 104: Introduction to Native American Studies 
The NAS 104 course is a Lower Division Area D (Social Sciences) or Lower Division Area F (Ethnic 
Studies) and Diversity & Common Ground GE. The course provides the foundation in concepts and 
methodologies that are cutting edge and promote a decolonized future. Through this course students are 
introduced to best practices for working with Indigenous communities, building environmentally 
sustainable and informed programs, and utilizing methodologies of Native American Studies to benefit 
of our shared futures. The work they do is centered around five modules: Unlearning/Settler 
Colonialism, Native Knowledges, Tribal Sovereignty, Survivance, and Self-
Determination/Decolonization. 

As part of this introductory course, I have used small seminar-style discussion groups as a pedagogical 
tool. This allows students to build connections with their colleagues and provide students who may not 
otherwise feel comfortable to speak or engage in large classroom settings an opportunity to contribute 
to a smaller classroom discussion. There are 4-5 days on the syllabus which are identified as “Small 
Group Discussion” days. On these days only the selected group of students (approximately 10) need to 
attend the class. Throughout the semester, each student will attend at one small group discussion. 
During the discussion we review key terms, write reflections about reading assignments, ask each other 
questions about the developing themes and provide time to reflect on the personal impact the course is 
having on students. This has proven to be effective at fostering positive relationships with and between 
students, as well as helping students to understand and master course material.  

In Fall 2019, the course culminated in a group project where students created podcasts that connected 
course themes to contemporary issues in Indian Country. Podcast topics included Missing & Murdered 
Indigenous Women & Girls, protests at Standing Rock over the Dakota Access Pipeline, Two-Spirit 
identity and issues of cultural appropriation within LGBTQ communities, environmental impacts of 
uranium mining in Indian Country, the use of racist mascots, and the incorporation of traditional 
ecological knowledge by the National Park Service. Student evaluations for NAS 104 in Fall 2019 were 
positive, with an average instructor rating was  (out of 5.0). Numerous students commented on the 
course atmosphere and ability to participate in a large introductory course. One student stated they felt 
“inclined to participate in every class meeting because [Prof. ] gave us the courage and 
opportunity” and another said they felt “encouraged and motivated to speak up in class.” The vast 
majority of suggested improvement pertained to technological/administrative issues that I experienced 
during my first semester of teaching, including organizing Canvas in a more intuitive way, making 
deadlines clearly posted on the homepage of Canvas, and regularly posting lecture slides to the Canvas 
site. Many of these technological/administrative issues I experienced during my first iteration of NAS 
104 has been resolved in subsequent sections.  

In Spring 2020, my three sections of NAS 104 were set-aside for the “Among Giants” and “Klamath 
Connections” Place Based Learning Communities (PBLCs). These PBLCs are composed of students 
from various STEM majors including Biology, Botany, Zoology (Among Giants) and Environmental 
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2. Include a teaching philosophy that illustrates your efforts to create an inclusive learning
environment and employ effective educational practices for a diverse student population.

As an educator, I strive to equip students with the knowledge, tools, and confidence to negotiate and 
transform historical structures of inequality in the academy and beyond. In Native American Studies courses, 
students are asked to reframe the way they understand the legacies of colonialism, race, and white supremacy. I 
believe that educators should embolden students to ask questions and foster a classroom where it is safe to 
engage in thoughtful criticism and response to texts, research, and contemporary issues. In every course I teach, 
we honor Indigenous peoples by gaining deep understandings for whose land our classroom occupies – a 
pedagogical value that aligns directly with a place-based pedagogy. In all of my classes I begin each semester 
by grounding students in local tribal history and tribal cultures. Students in my classes learn the Wiyot names 
for Arcata, Eureka, Humboldt Bay and “Indian Island.” This helps students to understand how vibrant 
Indigenous communities are to our local area, but also to the areas where they are from. I focus on helping 
students understand how Native knowledge is ecologically based and grounded in place and how important it is 
to understand Native American Studies in a local context as well as a global context. Readings, lectures, 
activities, and assignments elevate student’s understanding of Native histories, cultures, and knowledges. 

I teach my courses with a student-centered approach that inspires lively and meaningful discussion and 
active participation in the classroom. My classroom is a place for students to build partnerships across 
disciplines and to learn from each other and their diverse ways of seeing the world. To facilitate respectful and 
intellectually rigorous dialogue, I take numerous approaches to guiding class discussions. First, I frequently 
have students complete “free writes.” These are informal in-class writing assignments where students are asked 
to respond to a prompt. Students are typically allowed fifteen to twenty minutes to reflect and they are welcome 
to review the day’s readings or their notes if necessary. While multiple styles of writing are encouraged (prose, 
poetry, bullet journaling, etc.), students are asked to continue writing for the entire session. Frequent writing 
exercises provide students the necessary skills to complete longer writing assignments. Second, I have students 
participate in “pair shares.” In this activity, students are asked to partner with a neighbor and either respond 
directly to a discussion prompt that I have provided or share their free write response and the thinking behind it. 
This activity either transitions into a small group discussion activity where two to three pairs join together or 
directly into a large group discussion amongst the entire class. Sometimes I request students to volunteer their 
own ideas; other times, I ask students to explain what a classmate they’ve interacted with was thinking about or 
wrote. These series of activities ease students into discussion and work to provide a conversational and 
respectful atmosphere, but simultaneously affirms the importance of listening and that their colleagues are 
intellectual resources. 

I employ writing as an evaluative measure in every course I teach. Writing is an essential skill and 
mastering the ability to express thought and opinions in writing will prepare students for whatever career or 
educational path they choose. I emphasize to students that writing is a process – meaning, writing is never 
complete. I stress to students that the real intellectual labor of writing largely occurs during the revision stage – 
not the drafting stage. Moreover, the artificial time constraints imposed by the academic calendar are not 
conducive to producing thoughtful and “slow” scholarship. As such, I allow students to revise and resubmit any 
essay in my course. To do so, students must engage in four revision activities that aim to get students to think 
reflectively about the different types of revision needed within their essay. First, students are requested to 
review and incorporate, to the best of their ability, the feedback provided to them on the initial assignment. 
Second, students must schedule an appointment at the Writing Studio located in the HSU Library. At this stage, 
writing consultants are able to help the student with technical components of their work. Third, students are 
encouraged to come to my office hours to discuss their analysis and argumentation in the essay. This informal 
and low-stakes conversation about the material being analyzed often leads students to new and more interesting 
argumentation and conclusions. Lastly, students are asked to write a cover letter wherein they reflection upon 
the revision process, the major changes they made during this process, and how this helped the student better 
understand course material.  

Another pedagogical tool I routinely depend on is lecturing. When lecturing, I utilize humor and 
storytelling to engage students – this is especially important for NAS, as our courses must uncover violent 





 Humboldt Personnel Data Sheet 

• March 24, 2020. “Creating Pre-Recorded Lectures Using Zoom” (Zoom Session). Center for Teaching &
Learning, Humboldt State University (Arcata, CA).

• March 24, 2020. “Get Started Strategies for Teaching Through Disruption” (Recorded Session). Center
for Teaching & Learning, Humboldt State University (Arcata, CA).

• March 11, 2020. “Facilitating Equity” (Part 1). Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Humboldt
State University (Arcata, CA).

• February 14, 2020. “Equitable Teaching Strategies” (Part 2). Center for Teaching & Learning, Humboldt
State University (Arcata, CA).

• February 7, 2020. “Equitable Teaching Strategies” (Part 1). Center for Teaching & Learning, Humboldt
State University (Arcata, CA).

• January 16, 2020. Professional Development Day – “Stewards of the Future: How HSU and Humboldt
County Contribute to Student Success.” Center for Teaching & Learning, Humboldt State University
(Arcata, CA).

• September 12, 2019. “New Faculty Academy.” Center for Teaching & Learning, Humboldt State
University (Arcata, CA).

• August 20, 2019. Professional Development Day – “Stories of Belonging.” Academic Affairs & the
Center for Teaching & Learning, Humboldt State University (Arcata, CA).
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especially around sustainable use. It is also important that engagement with TEK and Indigenous science 
not only center knowledge sharing, but also how departments, programs, and colleges are dedicated to 
upholding sovereignty and self-determination and working to empower Indigenous students, 
communities, and ongoing projects of land return, environmental justice, and education. This article will 
discuss the role of Native American Studies in building decolonial frameworks for a new polytechnic – 
polytech to PolyTEK. The article explores the history of cultural knowledge exploitation, Humboldt 
Native programs and initiatives; the resurgence of Indigenous science and knowledges, and new 
interdisciplinary initiatives at Humboldt that value NAS as a partner to building polytechnic 
programming.  

Receiving funded internal grants for research and scholarly activities (except for travel 
grants) 

May 24, 2020. “ ,” HSU Emeritus and Retired Faculty and 
Staff Association, $1,000. 

October 18, 2019. “ ,” HSU Research, Scholarship and 
Creative Activities (RSCA) AY 19-20, $4,400. 

 This grant was used to hire a research assistant ( , Native American Studies, HSU, 
graduated 2020) for Spring 2020 and Summer 2020 to conduct archival research on the creation 
of water rights in California. This research will be used in a chapter of my in-progress book that 
demonstrates how the control and codification of water rights in California are central to the 
settler colonial project. Research primarily took place in the Humboldt State University Special 
Collections Archive and, following the COVID-19 pandemic, transitioned to digitized archive 
material available electronically from numerous state and federal archives. In addition to 
completing necessary research for my book project, I created a research opportunity for an 
undergraduate Native American Studies major and aided in the development of research skills 
and experience. , currently a graduate student at Northern Arizona University in the 
Sustainable Communities M.A. program, and I are co-authoring the chapter on water rights in 
California for my in-progress book.  
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this challenge. Participants maxed out enrollment for this group at 20 faculty and the group saw around 
17 participants regularly present at each of four sessions. Organizers got positive feedback on the 
experience of participating, wherein faculty asked for more opportunities to continue their learning on 
related topics. In conjunction with the Spring 2021 book series, we hosted Dr. Dina Gilio-Whitaker as 
part of the Sustainable Futures Speakers Series, for which I served as moderator.  

Due to the success and positive feedback from faculty that participated in this initial book circle, this 
type of professional development activity continued into the following academic year. During Fall 2021, 
the faculty book circle read We Are the Land: A History of Native California by Damon B. Akins and 
William J. Bauer Jr. (Wailaki/Concow). This book circle provided opportunities for faculty to continue 
learning about the intersection of TEK, sustainability, and Indigenous environmental justice via an in-
depth examination of California history from an Indigenous perspective, thereby providing faculty the 
language and necessary information to bring these perspectives into their classroom and research. In the 
second iteration, organizers maxed out participation with 18 faculty and 2 staff members that signed up 
to join the book circle. Program leads saw similar attendance of around 17 participants per session.  

In conjunction with the Fall 2021 book series, the Native American Studies Department and the Office 
of Sustainability collaborated to host the Decolonizing Sustainability Speaker Series entitled 
Decolonizing Sustainability: Amplifying Indigenous Perspectives and Transforming Sustainability 
Discourse during Fall 2021. This speaker series highlighted and unpacked intersections of settler 
colonialism, white supremacy, and systems of power/privilege/oppression within the discourse and 
rhetoric of contemporary sustainability, environmental, and climate change movements. Each event 
featured a broad overview of a selected sustainability topic delivered by a Cal Poly Humboldt Native 
American Studies faculty member, and then moved into an intimate panel discussion among experts 
from the field. Audience members were encouraged to engage with a parallel recommended reading for 
each talk and were given time for questions at the end of each discussion. This series was intended to 
serve as a deep dive into the problematic and harmful discourse(s) of sustainability with the goal of 
moving toward a decolonial sustainability movement that amplifies Indigenous sovereignty and 
experience. Topics included: 

o October 13, 2021 - We Have Always Been Scientists: Western Science, Sustainability
& the Delegitimization of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (moderated)

o October 20, 2021 - Nobody Asked You John Muir: Settler Colonial Environmentalism,
White Supremacy & Sustainability (moderated)

o October 27, 2021 - Colonialism Is Not Over: Green Colonialism & Sustainability from
the TMT to the Terra Gen Wind Project

o November 3, 2021 - Indigenous Knowledge Cannot Be Treated as a Back Up Plan:
Indigenous Collaboration, Sustainability & Decolonization

The sessions were recorded and are available to be accessed, used, and taught by faculty. 

During Spring 2022, the faculty book circle read Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific 
Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer (Potawatomi). For the Spring 2022 
book circle, organizers introduced a new facilitation format for facilitation wherein we invited and 
compensated leaders from local Tribal Nations to present on each section of the book for 30 minutes and 
then have the guest facilitate 30 minutes of follow up discussion. Tribal facilitators shared how this 
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Serving on departmental, college, or university search committees 

Job #5166-86: Geography, Environment & Spatial Analysis (AY 22/23) 

Job #2223-11 & Job ##2223-12: Environmental Resources Engineering & Native American Studies 
Cluster Hire (AY 21/22) 

Job #2223-14: Applied Fire Science Management (AY 21/22) 

Job #2223-16: Native American Studies (AY 21/22) 

Category 2: 

Serving as a member on a college or university committee or program (not a search 
committee)  

College of Arts, Humanities, & Social Sciences Outstanding Student Award Committee Academic Year 
2020-2021 

Parking & Transportation Committee, Academic Year 2020-2021 

College of Arts, Humanities, & Social Sciences Outstanding Student Award Committee Academic Year 
2019-2020 

Acting regularly as a resource for the campus or greater community regarding academic, 
creative or professional subject matter, for example through outreach and networking 

August 11, 2022. Guest Lecture. “  
” in ENVIR 420, University of Washington (Zoom).  

May 7, 2022. Guest Lecture. “  
.” 2022 Green Focus Program, California Center for Civic Participation (Zoom).  

April 5, 2022. Guest Lecture. “ ” in CD 310, Cal 
Poly Humboldt (Arcata, CA).  

April 1, 2022. Guest Lecture. “ ” in SOC 275, Cal Poly Humboldt (Arcata, CA). 

March 24, 2022. Invited Panelist: California Indigenous Voices Panel (A Response to Robin Wall Kimmerer’s 
Keynote Presentation), This Way to Sustainability 2022 Conference, Chico State University (Zoom).  

February 19, 2022. Invited Panelist: Food Sovereignty. Gathering of Native Americans (Zoom). 

September 7, 2021. Guest Lecture. “ ” in NAS 331, Cal 
Poly Humboldt (Arcata, CA).  

April 23, 2021. Panel Moderator: The Red Nation. Post-Capitalism Conference (Zoom). 












