[bookmark: _GoBack]The Humboldt Area Foundation's Universal Application is an online application that is available through the Scholarship Finder starting in mid-January, with a deadline in early March. To access it, visit the Scholarship Finder website and follow the prompts to begin the application process, which matches you with eligible scholarships based on an eligibility quiz and allows you to complete one application for many opportunities. The Universal Application is the main portal for the majority of HAF and Wild Rivers Community Foundation scholarships. 
· Where to find it: The application is online and accessible through the Scholarship Finder.
· When to apply: The application typically opens in mid-January and has a deadline in early March.
· How it works:
· You first complete an eligibility quiz to see which scholarships you qualify for.
· You then complete a single application that is applicable to all the scholarships for which you are eligible.
· What to prepare:
· Community service, employment, and activities: Create a list of these for your application.
· Personal statement: Start brainstorming ideas for your personal statement based on the example prompts.
· Transcript: Get an unofficial copy of your transcript (as a PDF).
· FAFSA or CADAA: It is recommended, but not always required, to have completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or California Dream Act Application (CADAA) beforehand. 

