US Forest Service Research Station, Pacific Wildland Fire Sciences Laboratory Field Technician Position

Overview: We are seeking several highly motivated summer interns interested in working and learning about postfire management and fire ecology. The US Forest Service, PNW and PSW Research Stations, and the University of Washington School of Forest Environmental and Forest Sciences are working on a joint research project to inform postfire management and pre-fire forest planning across the Pacific West including the monitoring of invasive species. This project was designed to track forest trajectories following large-scale fires in New Mexico, Washington, Oregon and California under varying fire severities and management actions. In 2026, we will be resampling several of our core fires. Sampling protocols pair monitoring of changes in forest structure and composition using fixed radius plots and transects, with remote detection of wildlife species using passive recording units and motion-sensor cameras.

Access to survey locations will require use of a 4wd vehicle (provided) and physical exertions including navigation on foot in conditions that may include steep and rough terrain, dense vegetation, inclement weather, insects and lifting and carrying measurement equipment. Individuals should be capable of working with other people, during early morning to evening hours. Some overnight camping will be required. The position would be full-time and start around mid-May and end late August 2026 (dates can be negotiated with students). Please let me know if you are interested in being considered further for this position.

If you are interested in being considered for this position. If you have immediate questions, please contact Morris Johnson at morris.c.johnson@usda.gov or Ernesto Alvarado at alvarado@uw.edu.
https://forms.gle/j1Gw44hcH5Wf5Nct5
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