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Arts, Creative & Design Jobs

sector rewards talent, hustle, and a strong portfolio,
)} but the path looks different depending on how much  ~ =
school you want (or don’t want) to do.
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Every brand you love, every show you binge,
every feed you scroll. Someone designed that.

Film it. Design it. Market it. That could be you. This
map shows how to get started in the Redwood
Region — with or without a degree.
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https://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/data/labor-market-data-search-tools.html
https://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/data/labor-market-data-search-tools.html
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A;\far,t Now: A Non-Degree Path
~_Into Creative Careers

_You do not need a degree to start a credtive career. In 4
this field, your skills, portfolio, and real-world experlence

=
—___can matterjustas much as a credential. z
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Creative Roles You Can Start
Without a Degree

Merchandise Displayer & Window Trimmer

100 job openings/yr High School Diploma
Median Salary:$39,076/yr

Create visual displays for stores, events, and venues.
Uses design skills and creativity daily. A real foot in \
the door for visual arts careers.

Photographer [
40 job openings/yr High School Diploma
Median Salary:$49,893/yr

Shoot events, portraits, products, or landscapes.
One of the best entry-level creative jobs. Your
portfolio does the talking! i

Practicing and building your portfolio is your “training”. ‘

Advertising Sales Agent
50 job openings/yr High School Diploma
Median Salary:$52,947/yr %

Sell ad space for mediaq, digital platforms, or print.
Combines creative knowledge with sales skills. Great
earning potential without a degree.

| Want to be your ow
boss?

You could freelance, teach, take What helps you move up \\

commissions, land city contracts,
or build your own brand. Many

A strong portfolio
creatives do all of the above. - » Redl project experience
Client or employer reference
Check out our Entrepreneurship | Social media or online presence
guide to see how. e A clear creative niche or style


https://www.canva.com/design-school/?msockid=1aae53b7996167a03153468898e56675
https://www.adobe.com/learn/illustrator?learnIn=1
https://www.coursera.org/professional-certificates/adobe-graphic-designer
https://grow.google/certificates/digital-marketing-ecommerce/
https://grow.google/certificates/digital-marketing-ecommerce/
https://www.coursera.org/specializations/graphic-design
https://www.blackmagicdesign.com/products/davinciresolve
https://alison.com/tag/graphic-design?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=PPC_USA_First-Click_Publisher-Courses&utm_adgroup=Tag_Computer-Graphics&gclid=CjwKCAjw1N7NBhAoEiwAcPchp0IlxF5ZT5m9lcwMeI1W2tMhuKEEX2985unhq7H-9fBkkNaA8zr-AxoC88QQAvD_BwE&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20451697643&gbraid=0AAAAADt7cD2UYvndXfwWy-QKiU3HFfZ0T&gclid=CjwKCAjw1N7NBhAoEiwAcPchp0IlxF5ZT5m9lcwMeI1W2tMhuKEEX2985unhq7H-9fBkkNaA8zr-AxoC88QQAvD_BwE
https://www.humboldt.edu/sites/default/files/ccrp/2026-04/entrepreneurship-one-sheet.pdf

hime s ~Creative Careers Through
College

A degree path can help you build skills, experience, and

connections for creative careers. It can also offer » e ¥
mentorship, internships, and a more guided learning —
experience.
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" Producer & Director €R COLLEGE & -~
60 job openings/yr Bachelor’s Degree g { REDWOODS

» Associate’s Degree in Studio Arts for Transfer
- Guaranteed CSU admission. 2 yeadrs then

Median Salary:$75,287/yr

- L]
Lead film, video, audio, or live productions. This is the e tranLe.r 2 Hl.meOId.t' | Sl
fastest-growing job in the sector driven by surging GraE Lo Design &Vlsua COmmunlqa.tlon
demand for video and digital content. 4 Certificate - Design, photography, digital
storytelling.
l ' | < - -
Graphic Designer ’ 2w
- 70 job openings/yr Bachelor’'s Degree — ME%E?}%ENO
=- Median Salary:$58,104/yr - » Digital Arts & Media Certificate - Graphic design,
- layout, multimedia production.
Design logos, layouts, social media, websites, and ' o Studio Arts, Associate’s Degree- Foundation in
marketing materials. Growing field with solid wages. visual arts with CSU transfer pathway.

- e Theatre Arts, Associate’s Degree - 2-year
foundation in performance and production

: | CaI Poly
Marketing Manager b ld

90 job openings/yr Bachelor’'s Degree

Median Salary:$128,756/yr - e Film, Bachelor's Degree. - Directing,
\ cinematography, screenwriting, editing.

|
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Lead marketing campaigns for businesses, arts orgs, e Media Arts, Bachelor’'s Degree - Animation,
and brands. Growing at 10% with the highest pay in the Design, Film, Photograph

creative sector — this is the top of the earnings ladder. I e Art, Bachelor's Degree. (Digital Arts + Graphic

DLs.ign)_ - Visual communication with a tech
focus

e Business Admin, Bachelor's Degree (Marketing)
- Strategy, branding, analytics

* Journalism, Bachelor’s Degree - Reporting,
media, digital storytelling

* Theatre Arts, Bachelor’s Degree - Performance,

- production, arts mangement

Hands On Experience

MARZ Project Media Lab — Free video, audio, and digital arts equipment + pro mentorship. Ages12-24.
Morris Graves Museum of Art — Gallery, event, and arts education volunteer roles.
Cal Poly Humboldt Student Access Gallery — Student-run gallery. Real curation and mstollotlon

experience.
e KHSU Public Radio — Student internships in audio production and media operations.

Arts Council of Mendocino County — Mendocino County's arts hub. Browse volunteer roles, jobs, and

creative opportunities across the county.


https://www.humboldt.edu/academics/programs/film
https://www.humboldt.edu/academics/programs/media-arts-bfa
https://www.humboldt.edu/academics/programs/art
https://www.humboldt.edu/academics/programs/art
https://www.humboldt.edu/academics/programs/business-administration
https://www.humboldt.edu/academics/programs/journalism
https://www.humboldt.edu/academics/programs/theatre-arts
https://redwoods.elumenapp.com/catalog/2025-2026/program/studio-arts-for-transfer-fall-2025#mainContent
https://redwoods.elumenapp.com/catalog/2024-2025/program/graphic-design-visual-communication-fall-2024
https://redwoods.elumenapp.com/catalog/2024-2025/program/graphic-design-visual-communication-fall-2024
https://www.mendocino.edu/academics/programs/programs-degrees-and-certificates/certificates/digital-arts-and-media
https://www.mendocino.edu/academics/programs/programs-degrees-and-certificates/degrees/studio-arts-aa-t
https://www.mendocino.edu/academics/programs/programs-degrees-and-certificates/degrees/theatre-arts-aa-t
https://www.inkpeople.org/marzproject
https://humboldtarts.org/volunteer
https://www.humboldt.edu/student-access-gallery
https://artsmendocino.org/volunteer/

	Arts, Creative & Design Jobs
	This map is for:
	150+ Studios Open Every June
	Create for a Living
	No degree needed

	Credential Track
	Build skills through school
	Every brand you love, every show you binge, every feed you scroll. Someone designed that.
	This sector rewards talent, hustle, and a strong portfolio, but the path looks different depending on how much school you want (or don’t want) to do.


	Start Now Track

	Start Now: A Non-Degree Path Into Creative Careers
	Want to be your own boss?
	You could freelance, teach, take commissions, land city contracts, or build your own brand. Many creatives do all of the above.
	Check out our Entrepreneurship guide to see how.

	Creative Roles You Can Start  Without a Degree
	Free & Low-Cost Online Trainings
	You do not need a degree to start a creative career. In this field, your skills, portfolio, and real-world experience can matter just as much as a credential.
	NOW
	MONTHS 1-6
	YEAR 1-3
	LONG TERM


	What helps you move up
	A strong portfolio
	Real project experience
	Client or employer reference
	Social media or online presence
	A clear creative niche or style

	Where This Path Can Lead
	Research & choose your program
	Build foundations & start your portfolio
	Gain real experience & specialize
	Launch and grow your career
	NOW
	YEAR 1-2
	YEAR 2-4
	LONG TERM
	Graphic Designer
	Producer & Director
	Marketing Manager



	Creative Careers Through College
	A degree path can help you build skills, experience, and connections for creative careers. It can also offer mentorship, internships, and a more guided learning experience.
	Local Programs
	Film, Bachelor’s Degree. - Directing, cinematography, screenwriting, editing.
	Media Arts, Bachelor’s Degree - Animation, Design, Film, Photography
	Art, Bachelor’s Degree. (Digital Arts + Graphic Design) - Visual communication with a tech focus
	Business Admin, Bachelor’s Degree (Marketing) - Strategy, branding, analytics
	Journalism, Bachelor’s Degree - Reporting, media, digital storytelling
	Theatre Arts, Bachelor’s Degree - Performance, production, arts mangement
	Associate’s Degree in Studio Arts for Transfer - Guaranteed CSU admission. 2 years then transfer to Humboldt.
	Graphic Design & Visual Communication Certificate - Design, photography, digital storytelling.
	Digital Arts & Media Certificate - Graphic design, layout, multimedia production.
	Studio Arts, Associate’s Degree- Foundation in visual arts with CSU transfer pathway.
	Theatre Arts, Associate’s Degree -  2-year foundation in performance and production

	Hands On Experience
	MARZ Project Media Lab — Free video, audio, and digital arts equipment + pro mentorship. Ages 12–24.
	Morris Graves Museum of Art — Gallery, event, and arts education volunteer roles.
	Cal Poly Humboldt Student Access Gallery — Student-run gallery. Real curation and installation experience.
	KHSU Public Radio — Student internships in audio production and media operations.
	Arts Council of Mendocino County — Mendocino County's arts hub. Browse volunteer roles, jobs, and creative opportunities across the county.



