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In Memoriam: Professor Ted Ruprecht 
A look back at the life of beloved Humboldt Economics professor 

Dr. Ted Ruprecht was one of the early faculty 
members in the Economics Department at Humboldt 
State College, now Cal Poly Humboldt. He joined the 
college in 1958 and taught for 33 years. He planned 
to stay only a few years but ended up building his 
career and raising a family in Humboldt County. 

He earned his undergraduate degree from Occidental 
College and completed his Ph.D. in Economics at UC Berkeley. His academic focus 
was on population and development economics. While still a graduate student, he 
published in the American Economic Review.

Dr. Ruprecht was deeply involved in international research. He received a Ful­
bright grant to study population growth in the Philippines, where he worked with 
world-renowned demographer Frank Lorimer. His work there led to a book, a 
textbook, and presentations at international conferences. 

At Humboldt, Dr. Ruprecht gained a reputation for being a tough but fair teacher. 
Students often said his classes were the hardest they ever took. He was named 
HSU's Outstanding Professor by the student body. He also helped lead faculty 
governance as president of the Academic Senate's predecessor. 

Dr. Ruprecht and his colleague Frank Jewett developed a computer model that 
explored how demographic changes affected individual households. Their work 
was published internationally and led to invitations to speak at global confer­
ences. 

Even after retirement, his impact continued. Former student Don Lewis, economics 
emeritus professor in Australia, created the Dr. Ted Ruprecht Research Assis­
tantship to support student research in the department. 

Outside of academia, Dr. Ruprecht was involved in the Ride & Tie Association, 
serving as both a board member and treasurer. He even managed two World 
Championship events held in Humboldt County. He also served in leadership roles 
for the Redwood Empire Endurance Riders. A passionate advocate for land con­
servation, he was a founder of Save Rural Trinidad and later joined the board of 
the Trinidad Coastal Land Trust. 

Donations can be made to the Ruprecht Assistantship in Economics for students 
by visiting <https://giving.humboldt.edu/dr-ted-ruprecht-research-assistantship-economics> or mai Ii ng 
to the Gift Processing Center, Cal Poly Humboldt, 1 Harpst St, Arcata CA 95521. 
Please note "In Memory of Ted Ruprecht, Fund A6687" in the memo line. 
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